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Prevalence of substance use and abuse in Los Angeles County (LAC)!
Alcohol Rx Illicit Drug Overall
Binge Alcohol Rx opioid Marijuana Cocaine lllicit drug lllicit drug Substance use

Age group (years) drinking2d  use disorderb. usebd usebd Usebd usead use disorder®c  disorder (SUD)bc
Youth (12-17) 41% 1.9% 2.8% 12.8% 0.5% 9.3% 3.2% 4.0%
Young Adult (18-25) 32.2% 9.6% 5.6% 39.2% 6.9% 28.3% 7.2% 14.1%
Adult (26+) 24.5% 5.5% 3.5% 18.0% 2.8% 13.7% 2.3% 6.9%
Total (12+) 23.8% 5.7% 3.7% 20.2% 3.1% 15.2% 3.0% 7.6%

Rx opioid: Prescription pain relievers. Binge drinking: 5 or more drinks (for male) or 4 or more drinks (for female) on the same occasion on at least 1 day in the past 30 days.
2|n the past month P In the past year ¢ Percent for years 2016-2018 ¢ Percent for years 2018-2020

Alcohol and other drug (AOD) use results in a heavy disease and economic burden

Alcohol and other drug use in LAC costs nearly $13 billion annually in tangible costs?

e People with SUD incur 2-3 times more
medical expenses than people without SUD?

State Spending
on Addiction and

e The average annual taxpayer cost per inmate in
California (CA) is $106,131¢

Annually in LAC, there are: In the US:

2,579 AOD-related deaths? Substance Use® ——— 65% of inmates meet criteria for a SUD”
Health 134,531 AOD-related ED visits® Justice 25% of incarcerations were for drug law violations”
106,410 AOD-related hospitalizations? 43% were under the influence at time of crime”
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:;351335:?:2; I”Egg?h%g“’nsa"l't:rgft:’sr; . /0 385,275 AOD-related arrests annually (LAC: 19%)8
. P 9 of CA state budget $7.7 billion in SUD-related justice spending®
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Investments in prevention, screening, and treatment yield substantial cost savings

Savings per dollar spent, by intervention for target population

A—@ People in publicly funded
SUD treatment
36,357 (5.5%)'7 SUD Treatment
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2,195,716 (25%)8 savings?!

invest Prevention

$1 - $7.40 to 36.00
Nonusers savings?
5,920,527 (67.4%)

LAC population age 12+: 8.8 million®

For substance use disorder treatment in LAC, call at 844-804-7500, or visit Service & Bed Availability Tool (SBAT)

For more information on substance use disorders in LAC, visit http://ph.lacounty.gov/sapc.
For more information regarding this data brief, please contact Tina Kim, PhD at tkim@ph.lacounty.gov
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