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FEDERAL SOURCES

Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act (FAST Act)
The FAST Act, which replaced Moving Ahead for 

Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) in 2015, 

provides long-term funding certainty for surface 

transportation projects. More specifically, states 

and local governments can move forward with 

critical transportation projects with the confi-

dence that they will have a federal partner over 

the long-term (at least five years).

FAST allows changes and reforms to many 

Federal transportation programs, including 

streamlining the approval processes for new 

transportation projects and providing new safety 

tools. 

Surface Transportation Block Grant 
Program (STBGP)
The FAST Act expanded the existing Surface 

Transportation Program (STP) into the Surface 

Transportation Block Grant Program (STBGP). 

The Program places more of the decision-making 

power in the hands of state and local gov-

ernments. The FAST Act simplifies the list of 

uses eligible for program funds and increases 

the number of ways that funds can be used 

for local roads and rural minor collectors. The 

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) is a 

set-aside program of this block grant. The new 

program requires 55 percent of program funds 

be distributed within each state on the basis of 

population, compared to 50 percent under STP.

In California, STBGP is allocated through the 

Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP). 

The TAP program is allocated through the Active 

Transportation Program (ATP).

A variety of options exist for Los Angeles County in efforts to further plan, design, and construct pedes-

trian projects and improvements recommended in this plan. Sources include funding from federal, state, 

regional, local, and the private sector. This section provides information on potential funding sources to 

support agency efforts to find outside funding sources to implement pedestrian improvements. 
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Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program (CMAQ)
The amount of CMAQ funds available to appli-

cants depends on the state’s population share, 

and on the degree of air pollution. Recent revi-

sions were made to bring CMAQ more in line with 

the new MAP-21 legislation. Studies that are part 

of the project development pipeline (e.g., prelim-

inary engineering) are eligible for funding. “An 

assessment of the project’s expected emission 

reduction benefits should be completed prior to 

project selection.”

Bus, and Bus Facilities Program: State 
of Good Repair
The Bus and Bus Facilities Program can be used 

for projects to provide access for pedestrians to 

public transportation facilities through improve-

ments such as building shelters, and installing 

wheelchair lifts on buses.

Highway Safety Improvement Program 
(HSIP)
HSIP is a data-driven funding program- eligible 

projects must be identified through analysis of 

crash experience, crash potential, crash rate, 

or other similar metrics. Both infrastructure 

and non-infrastructure projects are eligible for 

HSIP funds. Pedestrian safety improvements, 

enforcement activities, traffic calming projects, 

and crossing treatments for active transportation 

users in school zones are examples of eligible 

projects. All HSIP projects must be consistent 

with the respective states Strategic Highway 

Safety Plan. In California, HSIP is administered by 

Caltrans.

Community Development Block Grants
The Community Development Block Grants 

(CDBG) program provides money for streetscape 

revitalization, which may be largely comprised of 

pedestrian improvement projects. Federal CDBG 

grantees may use funds for activities that include 

(but are not limited to): 
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 f Acquiring property

 f Building public facilities and improvements 

(such as streets, sidewalks, community 

and senior citizen centers and recreational 

facilities)

 f Planning and administrative expenses (such 

as costs related to developing a consolidated 

plan and managing Community Development 

Block Grant funds); 

 f Provide public services for youths, seniors, 

or the disabled; and 

 f Initiatives such as neighborhood watch 

programs

Paths, trails, and greenway projects that enhance 

accessibility are the best fit for this funding 

source. 

Transportation Investments Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) Program
TIGER funds may be used for innovative, mul-

timodal and multi-jurisdictional transportation 

projects that promise significant economic and 

environmental benefits to an entire metropoli-

tan area, a region, or the nation. These include 

pedestrian projects. The project minimum is $10 

million.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – 
Brownfields Program
Assessment grants provide funding for a grant 

recipient to inventory, characterize, assess, and 

conduct planning and community involvement 

related to brownfields sites. Revolving Loan Fund 

(RLF) grants provide funding for a grant recipient 

to capitalize a revolving loan fund and to provide 

sub-grants to carry out cleanup activities at 

brownfield sites.
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – 
Smart Growth Program
EPA’s Smart Growth Program helps communi-

ties improve their development practices and 

get the type of development they want. The 

Smart Growth Program works with local, state, 

and national experts to discover and encour-

age development strategies that protect human 

health and the environment, create economic 

opportunities, and provide attractive and afford-

able neighborhoods for people of all income 

levels. 

The program conducts research, produces 

reports and other publications and provides 

examples of outstanding smart growth communi-

ties and projects. It also works with tribes, states, 

regions, and communities through grants and 

technical assistance. These partnerships bring 

together diverse interests to encourage better 

growth and development. The program helps to 

support education and outreach by contributing 

to smart growth online and the new partners for 

smart growth conference.
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Active Transportation Program
The California State Legislature has consolidated 

a number of state-funded programs centered 

on active transportation into a single program 

after the consolidation of federal funding sources 

in MAP-21 and again under the FAST Act. The 

resulting, Active Transportation Program (ATP) 

consolidated the federal programs, the Safe 

Routes to Schools Program, and the Recreational 

Trails Program. ATP’s authorizing legislation 

(signed into law in 2013) includes placeholder 

language to allow ATP to receive funding from 

the newly established Cap-and-Trade Programs 

in the future. 

The Statewide Competitive ATP has $240 million 

available through the 2020/2021 fiscal cycles. 

California Transportation Commission scripts 

guidelines and allocates funds for the ATP, and 

Caltrans Division of Local Assistance adminis-

ters the program. Goals of the ATP are currently 

defined as the following:

STATE SOURCES 

 f Increasing the proportion of trips accom-

plished by walking;

 f Increasing safety and mobility for active 

transportation users;

 f Advancing active transportation efforts of 

regional agencies to achieve the greenhouse 

gas reduction goals;

 f Enhancing public health;

 f Ensuring that disadvantaged communities 

fully share in the benefit of the program; and,

 f Providing a broad spectrum of projects to 

benefit many types of active transportation 

users.
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State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP)
STIP funds are available for new construction 

projects that add capacity to the transportation 

network. Funding is a mix of state, federal, and 

local taxes and fees; and consists of two com-

ponents: Caltrans’ Interregional Transportation 

Improvement Program (ITIP) and regional 

transportation planning agencies’ Regional 

Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP). 

Pedestrian projects may be programmed under 

ITIP and RTIP.

Caltrans Sustainable Transportation 
Planning Grants
Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning 

Grants are intended to strengthen the economy, 

promote equity, and protect the environment. 

The results of these grants should improve 

mobility and lead to the programming and 

implementation of transportation improvement 

projects. Along with a strong focus on transporta-

tion; these projects should also emphasize safety, 

jobs, housing, sustainable communities, and 

public participation.

For Fiscal Year (FY) 2016-2017, Caltrans will 

award approximately $9.8 million for the following 

STP Grants:

 f Strategic Partnerships ($1.5 million): fund 

planning projects that encourage regional 

agencies to partner with Caltrans to identify 

and address statewide/inter-regional trans-

portation deficiencies in the state highway 

system; strengthen government-to-gov-

ernment relationships; and, result in 

programmed system improvements.

 f Sustainable Communities ($8.3 million): fund 

transportation planning projects that iden-

tify and address mobility deficiencies in the 

multimodal transportation system, to include 

the mobility needs of environmental justice 

and disadvantaged communities. They also 

are meant to encourage stakeholder collab-

oration, involve active public engagement; 

integrate Smart Mobility 2010 concepts; 

and, ultimately result in programmed system 

improvements.
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Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) Grants
The Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) distributes 

grants statewide to establish new traffic safety 

programs, expand ongoing programs or address 

deficiencies in current programs. OTS grants are 

supported by federal funding under the National 

Highway Safety Act and MAP Eligible grantees 

are governmental agencies, state colleges, state 

universities, local town and county government 

agencies, school districts, fire departments, and 

public emergency services providers. Grant 

funding cannot replace existing program expen-

ditures, nor can traffic safety funds be used for 

program maintenance, research, rehabilitation, or 

construction. Grants are awarded on a compet-

itive basis, and priority is given to agencies with 

the greatest need. Evaluation criteria to assess 

need includes: potential traffic safety impact, 

collision statistics and rankings, seriousness of 

problems, and performance on previous OTS 

grants. The California application deadline is 

January of each year. There is no maximum cap 

to the amount requested; however, all items in 

the proposal must be justified to meet the objec-

tives of the proposal.

State Highway Account
Section 157.4 of the Streets and Highways Code 

requires Caltrans to set aside $360,000 for the 

construction of non-motorized facilities that will 

be used in conjunction with the state highway 

system. Funding is divided into different project 

categories: Minor B projects (less than $42,000) 

are funded by a lump sum allocation by the CTC 

and are used at the discretion of each Caltrans 

District office; Minor A projects (estimated to 

cost between $42,000 and $300,000) must 

be approved by the CTC; and Major projects 

(more than $300,000) must be included in the 

State Transportation Improvement Program and 

approved by the CTC. 

State Highway Operations and 
Protection Program (SHOPP)
The SHOPP program includes projects designed 

to maintain the safety and operational integrity of 

the state highway system. Most of the projects 

are for pavement rehabilitation, bridge rehabil-

itation, and traffic safety improvements. Other 

projects may include such things as operational 

improvements (e.g. traffic signalization) and 

roadside rest areas. It does not include through 

lane addition projects meant to increase capacity. 

SHOPP projects are selected at the discretion of 

Caltrans.
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Measure M Los Angeles County Traffic 
Improvement Plan
Measure M sets aside 16 percent of Los Angeles 

County’s sales tax local return to pay for major 

public transit projects, such as extending light rail 

to LAX. Additionally, revenue funds street and 

sidewalk repairs throughout the county, new bike 

paths, and earthquake retrofits for bridges. Metro 

estimates the sales tax will bring in $860 million 

yearly in revenue.

Measure R Sales Tax Revenue Local 
Return
Fifteen percent of the Measure R County sales 

tax is designated for use by local cities and the 

County of Los Angeles for transportation pur-

poses, to include pedestrian-related uses such 

as infrastructure, signage, and education efforts. 

Metro ExpressLanes Net Toll Revenue 
Re-Investment Grant Program
State law requires the net toll revenues gener-

ated from the Metro ExpressLanes be reinvested 

in the corridor from which they were derived, 

REGIONAL AND LOCAL SOURCES

pursuant to an approved expenditure plan. Gross 

toll revenues from the ExpressLanes program are 

first used to cover the direct expenses related to 

the maintenance, administration and operation, 

including marketing, toll collection, and enforce-

ment activities related to the ExpressLanes. 

Any remaining revenue produced is used in the 

corridor for which it was generated through the 

Net Toll Revenue Reinvestment Grant Program. 

A portion of the grants allocated through this 

program can be used for active transportation 

projects like pedestrian paths, Metro line connec-

tion improvements, and corridor revitalizations. 

Recent rounds of the grant program allocated 

over $10 million to active transportation.

Metro Call-for-Projects
Every other year, Metro accepts Call-for-Projects 

applications in eight modal categories to promote 

pedestrian projects that promote walking as a 

viable form of transportation. Eligible projects 

may include: sidewalk construction, extensions 

and widening; curb ramps (as part of sidewalk 

reconstruction); enhanced pedestrian crossing 

features; landscaping; signage; lighting; and 

street furniture. Improvements must be for the 
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use of the general public, located within a public 

right-of-way in a public easement, or some other 

guarantee of public use. Design and right-of-way 

acquisition are eligible expenses as long as they 

are directly related-to and part of the project's 

construction.

Metro Open Streets Program
Metro will allocate up to $2 million annually, 

through a competitive application process, to 

fund local Open Streets events in Los Angeles 

County cities. The first cycle announced in 2014 

funded 12 open streets events to occur in 2015 

and 2016.

Metro Transit-Oriented Development 
Planning Grants
This is a $5 million fund to spur the adoption of 

transit-supportive land use and other regulatory 

plans around station areas in order to increase 

access to and utilization of public transit. Eligibility 

is for Los Angeles County jurisdictions with land 

use authority within one-half mile of existing, 

planned, or proposed transit stations. The most 

recent cycle of application funding was approved 

in January 2015.

SCAG Sustainability Program
SCAG provides financial and technical assis-

tance to member agencies for integrated land 

use and transportation planning. The 2013-2014 

Sustainability Program emphasized:

 f Projects that make measurable progress 

toward implementation

 f Assistance to communities for updating 

General Plans

 f Inter-jurisdictional and multi-stakeholder 

partnerships

 f Outreach and education to the commu-

nity and stakeholders on sustainable 

development

 f Past Compass Blueprint partner jurisdictions 

may propose work that will move their plans 

closer to implementation.
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Transportation Development Act (TDA)
The TDA provides local agencies with two major 

sources of funding: the Local Transportation Fund 

(LTF) and the State Transit Assistance fund (STA). 

These funds contribute to the development and 

support of public transportation and are allocated 

to areas of each county based on population, 

taxable sales, and transit performance. 

Administered by Metro in Los Angeles County, 

TDA Article 3 funds are allocated annually on a 

per capita basis to both cities and the County 

of Los Angeles for the planning and construc-

tion of pedestrian facilities. Local agencies may 

either draw down these funds or place them on 

reserve. Agencies must submit a claim form to 

Metro by the end of the fiscal year in which they 

are allocated. Failure to do so may result in the 

lapse of these allocations. 

Developer Impact Fees
As a condition for development approval, 

municipalities can require developers to provide 

certain infrastructure improvements, which can 

include pedestrian projects. The type of facility 

that should be required to be built by developers 

should reflect the greatest need for the particular 

project and its local area. Legal challenges to 

these types of fees have resulted in the require-

ment to illustrate a clear nexus between the 

particular project and the mandated improvement 

and cost. 

Roadway Construction, Repair, and 
Upgrade
Planned resurfacing and road diets are one 

means of combining motor vehicle, transit, 

bicycle, and pedestrian projects into one mul-

timodal construction project. To ensure that 

planned roadway construction projects considers 

ways to combine multiple multimodal projects, 

it is important adopt a Complete Streets policy 

that includes a review all facility types during 

each phase of the project. This policy and 

review process should follow California’s 2008 

Complete Streets Act, and Caltrans’ 2014 Deputy 

Directive 64-R2, which requires the needs of all 

roadway users be considered during “all phases 

of state highway projects, from planning to con-

struction to maintenance and repair.”
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Community Action for a Renewed 
Environment (CARE)
Community Action for a Renewed Environment 

grants provide support to help communities form 

collaborative partnerships develop a compre-

hensive understanding of many sources of risk 

from toxics and environmental pollutants. It also 

sets priorities and identifies projects to reduce 

risks through collaborative action at the local 

level. Eligible applicants include local nonprof-

its, local government, colleges and universities. 

The grants have two funding levels: (1) $75,000-

$100,000 and (2) $150,000-$300,000. Priorities 

of the CARE program include:

 f Reduce exposures to toxic pollutants 

through collaborative actions at the local 

level.

 f Help communities gain an understanding 

of all potential sources of exposure to toxic 

pollutants.

 f Work with communities to set priorities for 

risk reduction activities create self-sustaining, 

community based partnerships that will con-

tinue to improve the local environment.

PRIVATE SOURCES

Bank of America Charitable Foundation, 
Inc.
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation 

is one of the largest in the nation of private 

funding that seeks to identify critical issues 

in local communities and provide funding for 

greenways in their Neighborhood Excellence, 

and the Community Development Programs. 

Their program related investments target 

low- and moderate-income communities and 

serves to encourage entrepreneurial business 

development.
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The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation was 

established as a national philanthropy in 1972, 

and today, it is the largest U.S. foundation 

devoted to improving the health and health care 

of all Americans. Grant making is concentrated in 

four areas: 

 f To assure that all Americans have access to 

basic health care at a reasonable cost 

 f To improve care and support for people with 

chronic health conditions 

 f To promote healthy communities and 

lifestyles 

 f To reduce the personal, social and economic 

harm caused by substance abuse: tobacco, 

alcohol, and illicit drugs

The Wal-Mart Foundation
The Wal-Mart Foundation offers local, state, 

and national giving programs. The Local Giving 

Program awards grants of $250 to $5,000 

through local Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club Stores. 

Application opportunities are announced 

annually in February with a final deadline for 

applications in December. The State Giving 

Program provides grants of $25,000 to 

$250,000 to 501c3 nonprofits working within 

one of five focus areas: hunger relief & nutri-

tion, education, environmental sustainability, 

women’s economic empowerment, or workforce 

development. The program has two application 

cycles per year: January through March, and 

June through August. The Wal-Mart Foundation’s 

National Giving Program awards grants of 

$250,000 or more, but does not accept unsolic-

ited applications.
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Corporate Donations
Corporate donations are often received in the 

form of liquid investments (i.e. cash, stock, bonds) 

and in the form of land. Employers recognize that 

creating places to walk is one way to build com-

munity and attract a quality work force. Outdoor 

recreation businesses often support local 

projects and programs. Municipalities typically 

create funds to facilitate and simplify a transac-

tion from a corporation’s donation to the given 

municipality. Donations are mainly received when 

a widely-supported capital improvement program 

is implemented. These donations can improve 

capital budgets and/or projects.

Volunteer and Public-Private 
Partnerships
Volunteer programs may be developed to 

substantially reduce the cost of implementing 

some routes, particularly shared-use paths. For 

example, a local college design class may use a 

shared-use route as a student project by working 

with a local landscape architectural or engi-

neering firm. Work events could be formed to 

help clear the right -of- way for the route. A local 

construction company may donate or discount 

services beyond what the volunteers perform.

A public-private partnership involves an agree-

ment between a public agency and a private 

party, in which the private party delivers a public 

service or project to the public agency. Projects 

can be funded solely by the private party or 

through a collection of private monies and tax-

payer dollars.




