
Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health

Acute Communicable Disease 
Control Program 

(ACDC)



ACDC Program

• Food Safety
• Antimicrobial Resistance, Influenza & Skilled 

Nursing Facilities (ARIS) 
• Hepatitis & Vector Borne
• Hospital Outreach Unit (HOU)
• Response & Control 
• Planning & Evaluation



Role of the PHN

Surveillance Outbreak Investigation

Education Consultation



ACDC Collaboration

• Individual case investigations
• Outbreak interviews
• Specimen collection 
• Education
• Prophylaxis/Vaccination 
• Identification of sensitive 

occupations/situations (SO) 



Mandatory Disease Reporting

• CCR, Title 17, Sec. 2500 & 2505, mandates the 
reporting of  over 85 diseases/conditions to 
public health

• ACDC serves as lead for  surveillance & 
investigation  of communicable disease cases 
and outbreaks
(other than TB, STDs, and HIV/AIDS)



Reportable Disease 
and Conditions

http://www.ph.lacounty.gov/
acd/HCPmaterials.htm

ACDC Health Care 
Professionals -Materials 
Website:

http://www.ph.lacounty.gov/acd/HCPmaterials.htm


Disease Reporting Urgency



Case  Scenario



Case Scenario
• A 19 y/o student arrived with a group of 5 

students from Indonesia approximately a week 
prior to onset of symptoms. 

• All 6 students:
– were part of a work study program
– resided together in an apartment 
– worked at a local amusement park 













Can you name this 
disease?



Smallpox

• Incubation:
 12-14 days (range 7-17 days)

• Acute onset flu-like 
symptoms:
 Malaise, fevers, rigors, 

vomiting,                     
headache, backache

• Rash: 2-3 days later



Smallpox
 Transmission: Person-to-person
 Droplet
 Contact
 Respiratory secretions
 Aerosol release

 Highly communicable during the                                 
presence of skin rash  

17



Final Diagnosis

CHICKEN POX!





Final
Wheel

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkexn8p1NfFEAvKiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqaXE0am1iBHBvcwM1MQRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1m2ua3frb/EXP=1302225639/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dsmallpox%2526b%253D41%2526ni%253D20%2526ei%253Dutf-8%2526xargs%253D0%2526pstart%253D1%2526fr%253Dyfp-t-701%26w=530%26h=500%26imgurl=www.sciencephoto.com%252Fimages%252FshowFullWatermarked.html%252FM050725-Smallpox_viruses-SPL.jpg%253Fid%253D770500725%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.sciencephoto.com%252Fimages%252Fdownload_lo_res.html%253Fid%253D770500725%26size=176KB%26name=smallpox%2bviruses...%26p=smallpox%26oid=21d1bfc38a7f05f465d7500f742f81ad%26fr2=%26no=51%26tt=35000%26b=41%26ni=20%26sigr=124m4efq3%26sigi=132ucu32f%26sigb=139cka1u7%26.crumb=l0D/b94442j
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkexn8p1NfFEAvKiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqaXE0am1iBHBvcwM1MQRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1m2ua3frb/EXP=1302225639/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dsmallpox%2526b%253D41%2526ni%253D20%2526ei%253Dutf-8%2526xargs%253D0%2526pstart%253D1%2526fr%253Dyfp-t-701%26w=530%26h=500%26imgurl=www.sciencephoto.com%252Fimages%252FshowFullWatermarked.html%252FM050725-Smallpox_viruses-SPL.jpg%253Fid%253D770500725%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.sciencephoto.com%252Fimages%252Fdownload_lo_res.html%253Fid%253D770500725%26size=176KB%26name=smallpox%2bviruses...%26p=smallpox%26oid=21d1bfc38a7f05f465d7500f742f81ad%26fr2=%26no=51%26tt=35000%26b=41%26ni=20%26sigr=124m4efq3%26sigi=132ucu32f%26sigb=139cka1u7%26.crumb=l0D/b94442j


QUESTION

What is the mode of transmission 
for smallpox? 



ANSWER

Smallpox is transmitted through
• Droplet
• Direct Contact
• Respiratory secretions 
• Aerosol release



QUESTION

What isolation precautions should 
be taken when a smallpox case is 

suspected?



ANSWER

Suspect cases should be 
immediately placed into airborne 
and contact isolation precautions



QUESTION

What is the time frame for 
reporting a suspected smallpox 

case to Public Health?



ANSWER

IMMEDIATELY! 
• Smallpox is a highly contagious disease
• Considered a potential Bioterrorist Agent



QUESTION

How many people could have 
potentially been exposed to this 

case?



ANSWER

Airplane

Amusement Park

Apartment 

Emergency roomAirport



QUESTION

What Public Health Nursing Duties 
would we utilize in this scenario?



ANSWER

Surveillance Outbreak investigation

Education Consultation



FINAL QUESTION

Public Health Implications :
• What impact could this have on the 

surrounding community?
• How can an outbreak of this magnitude be 

prevented?
• What have you learned today about protecting 

your own health?



ANSWER



Resources

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
http://www.cdc.gov/

California Department of Public Health
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Pages/DEFAULT.aspx

http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Pages/DEFAULT.aspx


Contact Information

Website: http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ACD/
Address: 313 N. Figueroa Street, 2nd Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: (213) 240-7941
Fax (213) 482-4856

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ACD/
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