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Most of these deaths are not part of high-profile incidents such as mass shootings,
but they still impact the daily lives of residents across the county.
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Firearm violence impacts all commmunities and populations within Los Angeles County; however, as shown in this brief, certain areas
and groups are disproportionately impacted by this problem; this includes areas affected by racism and the lack of community
resources. During 2020, total costs, combining direct costs with costs associated with loss of work and quality of life, are more than
$11 billion. This is only for firearm homicides and suicides and does not include costs related to non-fatal firearm violence. While
staggering, these costs cannot show the full impact of this violence to families, friends, and communities across the county.

Sources: 1) 2012-2019 mortality data from California Department of Public Health Vital Statistics, provided by Office of Health Assessment and Epidemiology. 2) Linked mortality datafile 2020
(provisional), LA County Dept. of Public Health. Office of Health Assessment and Epidemiology. 3) Provisional 2021 California Comprehensive Death Files (CCDF) for LA County, Long Beach,

& Pasadena, downloaded 11/08/2022 via Vital Records Business Intelligence System (VRBIS), CA Dept. of Public Health. 4) Population data for rates from Hedderson Demographic Services for
LA County ISD. 5) estimates from Everytown for Gun Safety’s Cost Calculator, using estimated costs for California. Available here: https://everytownresearch.org/report/economic-cost-calculator/.
6) ICD-10 codes used to identify firearm deaths as follows: W32-W34 (unintentional); X72-X74 (suicide); X93-X95, U01.4 (homicide); Y22-Y24 (undetermined); Y35.0 (legal intervention).



