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Introduction

ÅThis chartbook, which accompanies the Los Angeles County 
Burden of Oral Disease report, highlights current data on topics 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ [! /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
including, but not limited to

ÅTooth decay in children and tooth loss in adults

ÅOral and pharyngeal (throat) cancer

ÅUse of the dental care delivery system

ÅAccess to preventive services

ÅDental workforce

ÅEach topic area includes graphs with current data and, when 
available, data on disparities and trends

ÅThe chartbook is updated as new data becomes available
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DATA-AT-A-GLANCE

Grade/Indicator
LA County

2005
LA County

2020
California
2018-2019

United States
2011-2014

United States
2011-2016

Kindergarten

Tooth decay experience 56% 47% NA 42% 42%

Untreated decay 25% 19% NA 22% 15%

Third grade

Decay experience 74% 65% 61% 62% 60%

Untreated decay 27% 21% 22% 22% 20%

Dental sealants 21% 31% 37% 42% 42%

Kindergarten & third combined

Decay experience 66% 55% NA NA NA

Untreated decay 26% 20% NA NA NA
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Tooth Decay Experience - Overall Prevalence

47%

65%

61%

42%

62%

Kindergarten Third Grade

LA County California United States

ÅKindergarten

ÅCompared to the U.S. average, children in LA County 

have a higher prevalence of decay experience

ÅCalifornia data for kindergarten is not available

ÅThird grade

ÅCompared to California and the U.S. average, children 

in LA County have a higher prevalence of decay 

experience

Å Decay experience means that a child has had tooth decay at some point during his or her lifetime. Decay experience can include evidence of past treatment (e.g., fillings, crowns, or teeth that have been extracted because of decay) or evidence of untreated decay at the 
present time (e.g., untreated cavities).

Å Data Sources: Los Angeles County Smile Survey 2020, California Smile Survey 2018-2019, National Health and Nutrition ExaminationSurvey 2011-2016 (Secondary analyses, 5-year-old children (kindergarten) and children with second grade as the highest grade completed 
(third grade).

Percentage of children with decay experience by grade
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Tooth Decay Experience åLA County Disparities

47%

70%

32%

63%

50%

48%

34%

64%

English Speaking

Spanish Speaking

White

Latinx

Black

Asian

Not Disadvantaged

Disadvantaged

+

ÅDecay experience means that a child has had tooth decay at some point during his or her lifetime. Decay experience can include evidence of past treatment (e.g., fillings, crowns, or teeth that have been extracted because of decay) or evidence of untreated decay at the 
present time (e.g., untreated cavities).
ÅData Source: Los Angeles County Smile Survey 2020

Lower income children are significantly 
more likely to have tooth decay compared 
to their higher income peers

Percentage of kindergarten and third grade children with decay 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ǊŀŎŜκŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 

language

*

+

+

1 Children identified by the California Department of Education (CDE) as being a migrant, a foster child, or homeless at 
any time during the academic year; being eligible for the National School Lunch Program at any time during the 
academic year; or having parents who did not receive a high school diploma.

2 tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /59using the Home Language Survey.  

*Significantly higher prevalence than not disadvantaged
+Significantly higher prevalence than white children
#Significantly higher prevalence than children from English speaking households

1

#
2

2

Children from racial/ethnic minority groups 
are significantly more likely to have tooth 
decay compared to White children

Children from households where Spanish is 
the primary language are significantly more 
likely to have tooth decay compared to 
children from English speaking households

8



Tooth Decay Experience åLA County Trends

56%

74%

66%

47%

65%

55%

Kindergarten Third Grade Both Grades

2005 Smile Survey 2020

Å Decay experience means that a child has had tooth decay at some point during his or her lifetime. Decay experience can include evidence of past treatment (e.g., fillings, crowns, or teeth that have been extracted because of decay) or evidence of untreated decay at the 
present time (e.g., untreated cavities).

Å Data Source: California Smile Survey 2005 (secondary analysis of data from LA County schools), Los Angeles County Smile Survey 2020

ÅSince 2005, there has been a significant 

reduction in the percentage of children with 

tooth decay experience

Percentage of LA County children with decay experience
by grade and survey year
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Untreated Tooth Decay - Overall Prevalence

19%
21%

22%

15%

20%

Kindergarten Third Grade

LA County California United States

ÅKindergarten

ÅCompared to the U.S. average, children in LA County 

have a higher prevalence of untreated decay

ÅCalifornia data for kindergarten is not available

ÅThird grade

ÅCompared to California and the U.S. average, children 

in LA County have a similar prevalence of untreated 

decay

ÅUntreated tooth decay means that a child has evidence of tooth decay (e.g., one or more cavities) that has not received treatment
ÅData Sources: Los Angeles County Smile Survey 2020, California Smile Survey 2018-2019, National Health and Nutrition ExaminationSurvey 2011-2016 (Secondary analyses, 5-year-old children (kindergarten) and children with second grade as the highest grade completed 

(third grade).

Percentage of children with untreated tooth decay by grade
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Untreated Tooth Decay åLA County Disparities

19%

21%

14%

21%

23%

20%

14%

22%

English Speaking

Spanish Speaking

White

Latinx

Black

Asian

Not Disadvantaged

Disadvantaged

+

ÅUntreated tooth decay means that a child has evidence of tooth decay (e.g., one or more cavities) that has not received treatment
ÅData Source: Los Angeles County Smile Survey 2020

Lower income children are significantly 

more likely to have untreated tooth decay 

compared to their higher income peers

Compared to White children, Black/African 

American and Latinx children are 

significantly more likely to have untreated 

tooth decay

Percentage of LA County kindergarten and third grade
children with untreated decay by income, race/ethnicity, and 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ

*

+

*Significantly higher prevalence than not disadvantaged
+Significantly higher prevalence than white children

1

1 Children identified by the California Department of Education (CDE) as being a migrant, a foster child, or homeless at 
any time during the academic year; being eligible for the National School Lunch Program at any time during the 
academic year; or having parents who did not receive a high school diploma.

2 tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /59using the Home Language Survey.  

2

2
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Untreated Tooth Decay åLA County Trends

25%

27%
26%

19%

21%
20%

Kindergarten Third Grade Both Grades

2005 Smile Survey 2020

ÅUntreated tooth decay means that a child has evidence of tooth decay (e.g., one or more cavities) that has not received treatment
ÅData Source: California Smile Survey 2005 (secondary analysis of data from LA County schools), Los Angeles County Smile Survey 2020

ÅSince 2005, there has been a significant 

reduction in the percentage of children with 

untreated tooth decay

Percentage of LA County children with untreated tooth decay
by grade and survey year
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Dental Sealants åPrevalence, Disparities & Trends

ÅAlthough the percentage of 3rd grade children 

in LA County with sealants increased from 2005 

to 2020, the prevalence falls below the state 

and national averages

ÅSealant disparities have been addressed - the 

percentage of children in LA County with 

sealants does not vary by income, 

ǊŀŎŜκŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ

ÅDental sealants are plastic-like coatings applied to the chewing surfaces of teeth with pits and fissures (grooves). The appliedsealant bonds to tooth structure and fills the grooves of teeth to form a protective barrier to decay.
ÅData Sources: California Smile Survey 2005 (secondary analysis of data from LA County schools), Los Angeles County Smile Survey 2020, California Smile Survey 2018-2019, National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 2011-2016 (Secondary analyses, children with second 

grade as the highest grade completed).

Percentage of third grade children with dental sealants

21%

31%

37%

42%

LACounty 2005 LA County 2020 California United States

13



Oral Health of 
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Adolescents
12 -17 Years

Condition of teeth
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DATA-AT-A-GLANCE

Indicator
LA County

2007
LA County
2019-2020

California
2019-2020

United States
2019-2020

Self-reported condition of teeth

Excellent/very good 47% 57% 57% NA

Good 40% 28% 32% NA

Fair/poor 13% 15% 12% NA

Parent-reported condition of teeth

Excellent/very good NA NA NA 76%

Good NA NA NA 18%

Fair/poor NA NA NA 6%
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Self -Reported Condition of Teeth - Overall Prevalence

57%

28%

15%

57%

32%

12%

76%

18%

6%

Excellent/Very Good Good Fair/Poor

LA County, 2019-2020 California, 2019-2020 United States, 2019-2020

ÅCompared to the United States average, a 

lower percentage of LA County and California 

adolescents reported that the condition of 

their teeth was excellent/very good

Å IMPORTANT NOTE: US data is from the National 

{ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǎƪǎ parentsto rate 

ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ [! /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

California data is from the California Health Interview 

Survey which asks the adolescentto rate the 

condition of their own teeth.

Å Data Sources: California Health Interview Survey, 2019-2020 pooled, https://ask.chis.ucla.edu/Τ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ нлмф-2020, https://www.childhealthdata.org/

Percentage of adolescents aged 12-17 years that reported 
excellent, very good, good, or fair/poor condition of teeth

16

https://ask.chis.ucla.edu/
https://www.childhealthdata.org/


Self -Reported Condition of Teeth - Trends

47%

40%

13%

57%

28%

15%

Excellent/Very Good Good Fair/Poor

2007 2019-2020

ÅSince 2007, there has been an increase in the 

percentage of adolescents that report excellent 

or very good condition of teeth

Å Data Source: California Health Interview Survey, 2007 and 2019-2020 pooled, https://ask.chis.ucla.edu/

Percentage of LA County adolescents that reported excellent, very 
good, good, or fair/poor condition of teeth, 2007 vs. 2019-2020
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Oral Health 
of Adults in 
LA County
Any tooth loss in adults 18+
Total tooth loss in adults 65+
Self -reported condition of teeth
Oral and pharyngeal cancer
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