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October 14, 2020 
 
Dear LA Department of Public Health,  
  
We are teachers, staff members and administrators of Sinai Akiba Academy who are writing in support of 
Sinai Akiba’s waiver application to permit in-person instruction for our 1st and 2nd grades.  
  
Our school’s leadership, in consultation with our medical task force (made up of doctors from our 
community), has created reopening plans that take into account a number of safety precautions and 
protocols.  We were informed about the reopening plans during two separate Zoom meetings over the 
summer and we had the opportunity to ask questions and express concerns during and after the meetings.  
If granted a waiver, we are confident that our school will continue to operate based on the advice of our 
medical task force, as well as the latest data, and recommendations of the CDC, and state and local health 
officials.   
  
Our school’s protocols include specific actions for: 
 

• Cleaning and disinfection 
• Cohorting 
• Entrance, Egress, and Movement Within the School 
• Face Coverings and Other Essential Protective Gear 
• Health Screenings for Students and Staff 
• Healthy Hygiene Practices 
• Identification and Tracing of Contacts 
• Physical Distancing 
• Staff Training and Family Education 
• Testing of Staff 
• Triggers for Switching to Distance Learning 
• Communication Plans 

 
We have access to all protocols on our website. 
 
We were included and informed as our reopening plans were developed and we know the school is taking 
the necessary steps to mitigate risk for us and for our students.  
  
Thank you for your consideration of our waiver application.   
 
Sincerely, 
Teachers, Teaching Assistants, Staff and Administrators of Sinai Akiba Academy (names continued on 
next page) 
 
Marc Lindner  Marcia Fellner  Juliet Azhdam  Elham Rad    
Geoff Agnor  Kim Huelsman  Lili Babazadeh  Ilana Ribak 
Irit Eliyahu  Alexandra Kadoche Dina Dvir  Shiri Surkin 
Andy Feig  Jackline Etaat  Frida Eytan  Naomi Warfield 
Sarah Klinger  Elham Kashanirokh Sonia Franklin  Karen Williams 
Shelley Lawrence Diana Padakman Yael Gelfer  Limor Barkol 
Janet Rosenblum Stefani Qonsul  Donna Kerman  Elana Feinstein 
Lisa Zide  Lisa Rosenbloom Rhonda Nail  Dee Cobia 
Jennifer Cavaleri Siobhan Valentine Karli Philips  Miri Kiewi 
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Erin Little 
Martha McMahon 
Kathy Smith 
Chasen Todd 
Nava Weinstein 
Maya Abacasis 
Rita Choyce 
Nancy Liss 
Emily Zayas 
Sarah Azoulay 
Marcie Berga 
Chaim Butterfield 
Soraya Castaneda 
Joanne Itshak 
Gilad Kraus 
Chelsea Miller 
KenDell Parie 
Elvia Gonzalez 
Kevonte Watkins 
John Spaulding 
Mike Delaportas 
Raul Marquez 
Luis Rodriguez 
Rachael Nehdar 
Hannah Solkowitz 
Elana Sigal 
Saba Benouni 
Mimi Nomanim 
Rita Glusker 
Amy Rosenblum 
 



October 14, 2020 

 

To Whom It May Concern at the LA County Department of Public Health, 

As representatives of the Sinai Akiba Academy Parent Association we write this letter on behalf of our 
parent community in support of our school, Sinai Akiba Academy.  As parents we recognize that the fight 
against COVID-19 is still raging in our city and understand our role as partners in slowing the spread. 
That being said, we strongly support the school in its efforts to obtain a waiver for Grades 1 and 2 to 
reopen for in person learning.   

The administration at Sinai Akiba Academy has worked diligently to prepare for the reopening of school.  
We believe that school-aged children need to be in school, not only to support their academic growth, 
but even more importantly to support their social emotional learning.  The school has followed all of the 
guidelines as directed by the LA County Department of Public Health.  They are prepared with the 
proper PPE, cleaning products and staff for regular disinfection of the campus.  They have reorganized 
physical space for proper social distancing and are using as much outdoor space as possible and have 
enhanced ventilation throughout the school. The school has created written protocols for dealing with 
Covid 19 in our community, which have been shared with our school community, as well as a 
comprehensive outbreak management plan should an outbreak occur.  The administration has 
communicated and collaborated with the families and faculty gathering input on Zoom calls, surveys, 
sharing information, and addressing suggestions and concerns expressed by parents and teachers.   

We believe that the Head of School and his administrative team are doing an excellent job during this 
very challenging time.  They have worked tirelessly to ensure the safety and well-being of our entire 
community—our students, faculty, staff and families.   We support the reopening of Sinai Akiba 
Academy for Grades 1 and 2 and will continue to work with the administration, faculty, and staff to keep 
the community safe. 

Yours sincerely, 

Tanaz Farzan Danialifar  
Nazila Ahdoot 
Hope Birnbaum 
Noreen Weinberg 
Jody Kagan 
Bita Shalom 
Nikki Sieger  
Linda Friedman 
Naz Nassibi  
Eszter Neuman 
Sari Arnall 
Dalia Kamrava 
 
 



 

 

October 14, 2020  

  

Dear Los Angeles County Department of Public Health,  

Thank you for the tremendous work you are doing on behalf of all the residents and schools of Los 
Angeles County.  I imagine your work has intensified during this period of COVID-19.   

I am writing today to request a waiver to open Sinai Akiba Academy for on-site learning for our 1st and 
2nd grade students.  I worked closely with a group of doctors (parents at our school) who make up our 
Medical Task Force, our COVID-19 Compliance Team, our Faculty and Staff, and members of our Board 
of Trustees to plan for the safe reopening of our school.  We are pleased that we have had our Early 
Childhood Center operating for in-person learning over the past six weeks, and we have followed all 
protocols to keep our students, faculty, staff, and administrators safe and healthy.  We are confident 
that, continuing to follow all protocols offered by LA County, we would bring our 1st and 2nd grade 
students to our campus and maintain the record of success we have enjoyed over the past six weeks.  

Accompanying this letter (as email attachments) are:  

• A waiver application cover sheet. 
• A letter of support from the majority of our faculty, staff, and administrators 
• A letter of support from our Parent Association 
• A completed Los Angeles County Department of Public Health K-12 School re-opening protocol 

checklist.    

Please let me know if there are any questions about our waiver application.  Looking forward to hearing 
from you as soon as possible.  

Sincerely,  
Dr. Marc Lindner  
Head of School  
mlindner@sinaiakiba.org  
310-481-3281 






































