
Selected Birth Defects
in Los Angeles County

Down
Syndrome

Heart Defects Oral Clefts Neural Tube
Defects

LA County
Cases 1224 3805 1310 498
Births 881471 881471 881471 881471
Rates/1000
Births 1.38 4.31 1.48 0.56

95% Confidence
Interval

1.31,1.46 4.18,4.45 1.40,1.56 0.51,0.61

SPA 1
Cases 37 91 47 16
Births 24816 24816 24816 24816
Rates/1000
Births 1.49 3.67 1.89 0.64

95% Confidence
Interval 1.05,2.05 2.95,4.50 1.39,2.52 0.37,1.05

SPA 2
Cases 219 628 250 73
Births 159037 159037 159037 159037
Rates/1000
Births

1.38 3.95 1.57 0.46

95% Confidence
Interval 1.20,1.57 3.65,4.27 1.38,1.78 0.36,0.58

SPA 3
Cases 205 610 217 57
Births 154125 154125 154125 154125
Rates/1000
Births

1.33 3.96 1.41 0.37

95% Confidence
Interval 1.15,1.53 3.65,4.28 1.23,1.61 0.28,0.48

Source:  California Birth Defects Monitoring Program registry data, 1993-1997.  Cases are actively
ascertained from medical record review in hospitals, genetics centers, and chromosome laboratories.
Diagnoses to age 1 are included.  To minimize the random variation inherent in small numbers, we report
5-year averages.



Selected Birth Defects
in Los Angeles County

Down
Syndrome Heart Defects Oral Clefts Neural Tube

Defects
SPA 4

Cases 143 539 168 67
Births 109463 109463 109463 109463
Rates/1000
Births 1.31 4.92 1.53 0.61

95% Confidence
Interval 1.10,1.54 4.52,5.36 1.31,1.78 0.47,0.78

SPA 5
Cases 30 114 52 9
Births 36954 36954 36954 36954
Rates/1000
Births 0.81 3.08 1.41 0.24

95% Confidence
Interval 0.55,1.16 2.55,3.70 1.05,1.84 0.11,0.46

SPA 6
Cases 188 607 200 115
Births 129051 129051 129051 129051
Rates/1000
Births 1.46 4.70 1.55 0.89

95% Confidence
Interval

1.26,1.68 4.34,5.09 1.34,1.78 0.74,1.07

SPA 7
Cases 206 603 192 84
Births 132558 132558 132558 132558
Rates/1000
Births 1.55 4.55 1.45 0.63

95% Confidence
Interval

1.35,1.78 4.19,4.93 1.25,1.67 0.51,0.78

SPA 8
Cases 193 608 181 76
Births 134128 134128 134128 134128
Rates/1000
Births 1.44 4.53 1.35 0.57

95% Confidence
Interval

1.24,1.66 4.18,4.91 1.16,1.56 0.45,0.71

Source:  California Birth Defects Monitoring Program registry data, 1993-1997.  Cases are actively
ascertained from medical record review in hospitals, genetics centers, and chromosome laboratories.
Diagnoses to age 1 are included.  To minimize the random variation inherent in small numbers, we report
5-year averages.


