
Fetal Deaths



INDICATOR:  Fetal death 

DEFINITIO N : The number of fetal  deaths of 20 weeks or m o re gestat ion
per 1,000 live b irths  p lus fetal deaths

 
N U M E R A T O R :  The number of fetal  deaths of 20 weeks or m o re gestat ion, by place

of residence, in a calendar year

D E N O M INATO R :  The total number of l ive births plus fetal deaths, by place of residence,
in a calendar year

HEALTHY PEOPLE 2000  OBJECTIVE:  
Reduce the fetal death rate (20 or m o re weeks of gestat ion) to no m o re than 
5 per 1,000 live b irths p lus fetal deaths. (Basel ine:  7.6 per 1,000 l ive births 
p lus fetal deaths in 1987)  (Ob jective 14.2)

R ISK FACTORS: Race/ethnicity (A fr ican Am e rican); m a ternal  diabetes; pregnancy com p lications;
m a ternal med ical com p licat ions/chronic illness dur ing pregnancy ( including
severe m a ternal infection); Rh sens itizat ion; congenita l  anom a lies; intrauterine 
cocaine exposure; m a ternal history of m iscarriage

California County

Fetal  Death
95% Confidence 

Interval
Fetal  Death

95% Confidence 
Interval D E N O M INATO R : Total B irths*

Year N u m b e r Rate Lower Upper N u m b e r Rate Lower Upper State County 
1990 3,989 6.5 6.3 6.7 1,433 7.0 6.6 7.3 615,655 205,557
1991 3,834 6.3 6.1 6.5 1,354 6.6 6.3 7.0 613,062 204,091
1992 3,704 6.1 5.9 6.3 1,247 6.3 5.9 6.6 604,542 198,662
1993 3,574 6.0 5.9 6.3 1,203 6.3 5.9 6.7 588,057 190,909
1994 3,299 5.8 5.6 6.0 1,153 6.4 6.0 6.7 570,333 181,547
1994 3,355 6.0 5.8 6.3 1,089 6.2 5.8 6.6 554,581 175,951
1996 3,330 6.1 5.9 6.4 1,132 6.7 6.3 7.0 541,958 170,105
1997 3,094 5.9 5.7 6.1 994 6.1 5.7 6.5 527,268 163,030

Source: 1990-1997 b irth and fetal  death records from  C a lifornia Departmen t of Hea lth Serv ices, Center for Health Stat ist ics
Note: *Total births = number of l ive bir ths + number of fetal deaths
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Year 2000 Objective:  Reduce the fetal death rate (20 or more weeks of gestation) to no more than 5 per 1,000 live births plus fetal deaths.
Source: 1990-1997 birth and fetal death records from California Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statistics

Fetal Deaths 
per 1,000 Live Births plus Fetal Deaths

California vs. Los Angeles County, 1990 - 1997
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L o s Angeles  County ,  1997
          95% C o n fidence
                Interval

Fetal  Mortal i ty R ate N u m b e r  R a te Lower  U p p e r
To tal B ir ths

/  Race
W h i te 188 6.01 5.16 6.87 31,260

Hispanic  533 5.29 4.84 5.74 100,761 * Whi te,  Afri can  Am e rican,  Asi an ,  Nat ive Am e rican
African Amer ican 166 11.30 9.59 13.00 14,696     and  o the r races exc lude H ispanic  e thn ic i ty

Asian**  /Paci f ic  Is lander  82 5.24 4.11 6.38 15,636 Hispan ic  i nc ludes any  race ca tegory
N a tive Amer ican 1 a a a 305 ** F i l i p ino  i s i nc luded  i n  Asian

Other  /  Unknown 24 64.52 39.55 89.48 372 Ch i ld 's Hispan ic  o ri g i n  i s fro m  m o ther's Hispan ic  o ri g i n
To tal 994 6.10 5.72 6.47 163,030 a : Rates a re  no t  ca lcu la ted  i f  no  m o re  than f ive  deaths.

Y e a r 2000  Ob jec tive: Reduce the  fe ta l  dea th  ra te (2 0  o r m o re  weeks o f  gesta t ion) to  n o  m o re  than  5  pe r 1 ,000  l i ve  b i rths p l us fe ta l  deaths.
Note: Feta l  m o rta l i ty  ra tes a re  fe ta l  deaths p e r 1 ,000 l i ve  b i rth s p lus fe ta l  deaths.

Feta l  deaths a re  those occurri n g  d u ri ng  20  weeks o r m o re  g e sta t iona l  period .
S o u rce: 1 9 9 7  b i rth  and fe ta l  death  record s fro m  the Cal i fo rn ia  Depa rtment  o f  Hea l th  Services,  Center fo r Hea l th  Sta t ist ics
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Mother 's  Age
< 18 18 - 19 20 - 34 35+ Unknown

Nu m b e r  Percent Nu m b e r  Percent Nu m b e r  Percent Nu m b e r  Percent Nu m b e r  Percent
39 3.92 55 5.53 660 66.40 211 21.23 29 2.92

Note: Total fetal deaths in 1997 = 994
Fetal deaths are those occurring during 20 weeks or more gestational period.

Source: 1997 fetal death records from the California Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statistics
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Years  of  Education

None 1 - 8 9 - 11 12 13 - 15 16 - 17 Unk n o w n
Num b e r  Percent  Num b e r  Percent  Num b e r  Percent  Num b e r  Percent  Num b e r  Percent  Num b e r  Percent  Num b e r  Percent

2 0.20 156 15.69 171 17.20 290 29.18 149 14.99 134 13.48 92 9.26

  
Note: Total fetal deaths in 1997 = 994

Fetal deaths are those occurring during 20 weeks or more gestational period.
Year '17' = mothers who attained college degree or above 
This analysis did not adjust for teen mothers who may not be old enough to have reached higher categorical education level.

Source: 1997 fetal death records  from the California Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statist ics
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Bir thw e ight (gram s )
0 - 1,499 1,500 - 2,499 2,500 - 3,499 3,500 - 4,499 4,500 - 9,997 Un k n o w n

Nu m b e r  Pe r ce n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r ce n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r ce n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r ce n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r ce n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r ce n t

593 59.66 167 16.80 155 15.59 59 5.94 15 1.51 5 0.50
  

Note: Total fetal deaths  in 1997 = 994
Fetal deaths are those occurring during 20 weeks or more gestational period.

Source: 1997 fetal death records  from  the California Department of Health Services, Center for Health S tat ist ics
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Trim e s ter  Prenatal Care  Began
No Prenatal Care  Firs t Second Third Unknown

Nu m b e r  Percent Nu m b e r  Percent Nu m b e r  Percent Nu m b e r  Percent Nu m b e r  Percent
32 3.22 732 73.64 109 10.97 12 1.21 109 10.97

Note: Total fetal deaths in 1997 = 994
Fetal deaths are those occurring during 20 weeks or more gestational period.

Source: 1997 fetal death records from the California Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statistics
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Ke s s n e r  In d e x
In a d e q u ate  In te r m e d iate  A d e q u ate  Un k n o w n

Nu m b e r  Pe r c e n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r c e n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r c e n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r c e n t
2 3  2 .3 9 5  9 .6 7 0 2  7 0 .6 1 7 4  1 7 .5

No te :  Tota l  fe ta l  dea ths  in  1997  =  9 9 4
 F e t a l  deaths  a re  thos e  o c c u rring  du r ing  20  week s  o r m o re ges tat iona l  per iod.
 The K e s s n e r Index  tak e s  in to  ac c oun t  th ree fa c t o rs :  mon th  i n  wh ich  p rena ta l  ca re  began ,  num b e r of
     p renata l  vis i ts ,  and  leng th  o f ges tat ion.   Th is  m eas u re ex c ludes  the  p renata l  c a re ex p e r ienc e s  o f a ll
     w o m e n  w h o s e  p regnanc ies  d id  not  res u lt  in a l ive b i r th .

S o u rc e :  1997  fe ta l  dea th  rec o rds  from the  Ca l i fo rnia D e p a rtm en t  o f  Heal th  S e rvic e s ,  C e n t e r fo r  Heal th  S tat is t ic s
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        No Prenatal Care        Private  Insurance        Prepaid Health Plan              M e di-Cal            No Insurance          Unknown/Othe r
Num ber  Percent Num ber  Percent Num ber  Percent Num ber  Percent Num ber  Percent Num ber  Percent

32 3.22 172 17.30 203 20.42 451 45.37 34 3.42 102 10.26
  

Note:  Total fetal deaths in 1997 = 994
 Fetal deaths are those occurring during 20 weeks or more gestational period.

Source:  1997 fetal death records from the California Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statistics
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Los Angeles County, 1997

Los Angeles County -  Department of Health Services

Number of Fetal Deaths by Zip Code*

Map is not drawn to scale.

Source:

Fetal Deaths

17 to 20 (n=5)
13 to 16 (n=4)
9 to 12 (n=22)
5 to 8 (n=54)
1 to 4 (n=128)
0  (n=76)

Fetal death is defined as death occurring during 20 weeks
or more gestational period.

Note: n = total number of zip codes in range

*Los Angeles County zip code boundaries as of April 1997.

Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, 
Family Health Programs, MCAH Assessment and Planning Unit

Based on 1997 birth records from California Department of Health Services,
Center for Health Statistics

LACDHS

Family Health Programs

MCAH

Assessement and

Planning
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Los Angeles County, 1997

Los Angeles County -  Department of Health Services

Fetal Mortality is defined as fetal deaths per 1,000
live births plus fetal deaths.

Fetal Mortality Rate by Zip Code*

Fetal Death Rate

25.05 to 33.27 (n=3)
18.37 to 25.04 (n=5)
11.69 to 18.36 (n=22)
5.01 to 11.68 (n=110)
0.01 to 5.00** (n=73)
0.00 (n=76)

Map is not drawn to scale.

Source:

Reduce the fetal death rate (20 or more weeks of gestation) 
to no more than 5 per 1,000 live births plus fetal deaths.

n = total number of zip codes in range

*Los Angeles County zip code boundaries as of April 1997.

Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, 
Family Health Programs, MCAH Assessment and Planning Unit

Based on 1997 birth records from California Department of Health Services,
Center for Health Statistics

Note:

**Year 2000
    Objective:
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