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Rebeka Gallardo is a senior at North Hollywood Zoo Magnet High School 
in Griffith Park. She is an advocate for indigenous rights, environmental 
conservation, and is passionate about making a positive change for 
the world. Rebeka participates in multiple communities including the 
indigenous community, LGBTQ+ community, and scientific community. 
Her hobbies include learning indigenous languages, volunteering in 
environmental clean-ups, and reading non-fiction scientific books.

Rebeka interns at the Los Angeles Zoo where she works one-on-one 
with the keepers and animals, providing enrichment and maintaining 
clean animal exhibits. She has been fortunate enough to fly to the 
Galapagos Islands and Quito, Ecuador where she studied the various 
cultures and native wildlife. Rebeka has also participated in United 
American Indian Involvement (UAII) events including the United 
National Indian Tribal Youth (UNITY) conference that recently took 
place in San Diego, CA. UNITY is a conference where thousands of 
indigenous youth gather together to develop leadership skills and 
discuss the national issues affecting indigenous lives where youth can 
then take home their experience to create solutions within their own 
smaller communities.

As part of the Youth Advisory Council, Rebeka hopes to further develop 
her public speaking skills and create new networks where she can 
learn to direct her passions. The Department of Public Health Youth 
Advisory Council is an opportunity for Rebeka to continue pursuing 
her passion to make the world better one day at a time.
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Janne Manansala is a freshman at West Los Angeles College, in Culver 
City, CA. She is currently taking general education courses needed to 
transfer to a California State University. Janne would like to follow in 
the steps of her sister and become a Registered Nurse and make a 
difference in people’s lives. Janne aspires to graduate college with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Nursing, and the further her education with 
a Master’s degree. She is passionate about helping others, learning 
new things, and maintaining healthy relationships with her family and 
important people in her life. 

One of Janne’s most recent accomplishments was graduating from Los 
Angeles Senior High School. Another recent accomplishment for Janne 
includes adopting healthier eating habits and losing fifteen pounds. At 
risk of being overweight, Janne’s commitment to her workout plan, 
and eating better, has paid off and she looks forward to continuing 
living a healthier lifestyle.

As a member of the Youth Advisory Council, Janne hopes to gain 
leadership skills, a better understanding of the community she lives in, 
and how to help people with ongoing issues in their community. Janne 
wants to make a positive change that will impact many lives and come 
up with solutions to the issues many communities face. 


