Leading Cause of Injury Tables Information
Leading causes of injury death, hospitalization, emergency department visits and years of potential life lost (YPLL) are calculated based both on the intent and mechanism of each injury.  The categories used are those developed by the Centers for Disease Control.
 
Five categories of intent are used for leading causes of injury:

· Unintentional

· Suicide/suicide attempt

· Homicide/assault

· Legal intervention

· Undetermined

Fifteen categories of mechanism are used for leading causes of injury:

· Cut/pierce

· Drowning

· Fall

· Fire/burn

· Firearm

· Machinery

· Motor Vehicle (MV) Traffic

· Other bicyclist

· Other pedestrian

· Other transport

· Natural/environmental

· Overexertion

· Poisoning

· Struck by or against

· Suffocation

There are three additional mechanism categories (other classifiable, not elsewhere classifiable, and unspecified) that include injuries that did not fit into one of the other categories. These vague categories were excluded from the leading cause of injury tables; however, they accounted for a substantial percentage of deaths (6%) and hospitalizations (17%) during the time period covered in the leading cause tables.  The YPLL for each death is calculated by subtracting the victim’s age at death from 75; victims 75+ years old have a YPLL of 0.  Please note that due to differences in data reporting times, the tables for deaths and YPLL (2004-2008) are not based on the same period as the tables for hospitalizations and emergency department visits(2005-2009).
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