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TO:    California Health Care Providers 
 
SUBJECT:  Haemophilus influenzae type b Vaccine Shortage 

Special Immunization Schedule affecting child care entry 
 
A nationwide shortage of the Haemophilus influenzae type b vaccine has recently been 
announced.  Because of the anticipated Hib vaccine supply shortage, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), in consultation with the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP), American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), and others, issued abbreviated Hib 
vaccine recommendations, which suspended the booster vaccine dose for most children.  The 
suspension of the booster Hib vaccine recommendation and diminished vaccine supply directly 
affect California’s mandated Hib child care vaccine requirement.  The California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) Immunization Branch is coordinating an interim resolution that will allow 
children uninterrupted admission to child care facilities in California.  The CDPH has issued a 
Special Immunization Schedule1 that temporarily amends the Hib vaccine requirements for 
children in California who attend licensed child care and related early-childhood programs. 
 
1)  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Interim ACIP/AAP/AAFP vaccine recommendations:  
Until further notice, providers should defer the administration of the booster Hib vaccine dose 
usually given at age 12-15 months.  
Children in the following high–risk groups should continue to receive the booster dose: 

• Children with asplenia, sickle cell disease, immunodeficiency such as HIV infection, and 
malignant neoplasms   

• American Indian/Alaska Native children.   
 
All children should continue to receive the primary series of Hib vaccine.  Providers should 
register and track children who have been deferred from receiving the booster dose.   
 
The complete ACIP recommendations related to this vaccine shortage are available at 
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm56d1219a1.htm. 
 
 
______________________________ 
1 The California Department of Public Health requested and received approval for a Special Immunization 
Schedule (requirements), as permitted by 17 CCR § 6045. 
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2) REQUIREMENTS 

 
Amended State requirement for children entering licensed child care and related early-
childhood programs:  
 
The CDPH 2008 Special Immunization Schedule includes an amended Hib vaccine requirement 
for all children who attend licensed child care and related early-childhood programs.  Under the 
Special Schedule, one dose of Hib vaccine at any age is required for children 15 months 
to four years, six months.  Required Hib vaccine doses remain unchanged for children 
younger than 15 months entering or continuing in a program. 
 
The Special Immunization Schedule is in effect beginning immediately and until further notice. 
We anticipate the special schedule will remain in effect for the year 2008.  Copies of the Special 
Immunization Schedule will be sent to all California licensed child care facilities during February.  
Facility operators will be encouraged to contact their local health department if they have 
questions about the change. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to keep California’s children immunized during this shortage.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Howard Backer, MD, MPH 
Chief, Immunization Branch 
California Department of Public Health 
 
 
 
Encl:  2008 Special Schedule, Tables 1 and 2 
 
cc: American Academy of Family Physicians 
 American Academy of Pediatrics, California Region IX 

California Medical Association 
California Local Health Officers 
Immunization Branch Field Representatives 
Immunization Coordinators 

 Gloria Merk, Program Administrator, Child Care Program Office,  
     California Department of Social Services 
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N o n e

1 . P o l i o1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 dose
2 . D T P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 dose
3 . H i b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 dose
4 . Hepatitis B.............................................. 1 dose

1 . P o l i o1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 doses
2 . DTP, or combination of DTP 

and diphtheria-tetanus toxoids……........ 2 doses
3 . H i b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 doses
4 . Hepatitis B.............................................. 2 doses

1 . P o l i o1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 doses
2 . DTP, or combination of DTP and 

diphtheria-tetanus toxoids....................... 3 doses
3 . H i b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 doses
4 . Hepatitis B................................................ 2 doses

1 . P o l i o1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 doses
2 . DTP, or combination of DTP and 

diphtheria-tetanus toxoids...................... 3 doses
3 . Measles, rubella, and mumps................. 1 dose of each separately or combined on or after the 1st birthday
4 . H i b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 dose at any age. (Changed from “On or after the 1st birthday.”)
5 . Hepatitis B.............................................. 2 doses

1 . P o l i o1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 doses
2 . DTP, or combination of DTP and 

diphtheria-tetanus toxoids.......................  4 doses
3 . Measles, rubella, and mumps.................. 1 dose of each separately or combined on or after the 1st birthday
4 . H i b3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 dose at any age. (Changed from “On or after the 1st birthday.”)
5 . Hepatitis B2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 doses
6 . V a r i c e l l a … … . … … … … … … … … … . . . . . . . 1 dose

1 . P o l i o1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 doses, except that a total of 3 doses is acceptable if at least one 
dose was given on or after the 4th birthday

2 . DTP, or combination of DTP and 
diphtheria-tetanus toxoids....................... 5 doses, except that a total of 4 doses is acceptable if at least one 

dose was given on or after the 4th birthday.
3 . Measles, rubella, and mumps.................. 1 dose of each, separately or combined, on or after the 1st 

birthday. Pupils entering a kindergarten (or first grade if kindergarten
skipped) are required to have 2 doses of measles-containing 
vaccine, both given on or after the first birthday

4 . Hepatitis B2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 doses
5 . V a r i c e l l a … … … … . . … … … … . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 dose

1 . P o l i o1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 doses, except that a total of 3 doses is acceptable if at least one 
dose was given on or after the 2nd birthday

2 . Diphtheria and tetanus toxoids, 
given as DTP, DT, or Td 
(pertussis not required)............................ At least 3 doses. One more Td dose is required if the last dose was 

given before the 2nd birthday. (See below for additional 
recommendations for 7th grade enrollment, effective 7/1/99.)

3 . Measles and rubella 
(mumps not required) ............…............ 1 dose of each, separately or combined, on or after the 1st birthday. 

(See below for additional requirements for 7th grade enrollment, 
effective 7/1/99.)

4 . V a r i c e l l a5… … … … … … … … … . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 dose aged 7 through 12 years  for students not admitted to 
California schools before July 1, 2001. 2 doses for students aged 13 
through 17 years not admitted to California schools before July 1, 2001.

1 . Hepatitis B.............................................. 3 doses
2 . M e a s l e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 doses of measles-containing vaccine, both given on or after the 

first birthday.

Recommended but not required: 
Tetanus-diphtheria, given as DTP, DT, 
Td or Tetanus................................................. One Td dose is recommended if 5 years or more have elapsed since 

the last dose. 

N o n e

Child care center, day
nursery, nursery school,
family day care home,
development center

Same as above

Same as above

Same as above

Same as above

Same as above

Elementary school at
kindergarten level and
a b o v e

Elementary school, 
secondary school

Seventh Grade4

A n y

Less than 2 months

2–3 months

4–5 months

6–14 months

15–17 months

18 months–5 years

4–6 years

7-17 years

A n y

18 years and older

Table 1: Immunization Requirements

I n s t i t u t i o n A g e V a c c i n e Total Doses Received

1 Oral polio vaccine (OPV) or inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) or any combination of these vaccines is acceptable.
2 Applies only to children entering at kindergarten level (or at first grade level if kindergarten skipped) or below on or after August 1, 1997.
3 Required only for children who have not reached the age of 4 years 6 months.
4 Applies only to children (of any age) entering or advancing to the seventh grade on or after July 1, 1999.
5 Children admitted to California schools at the Kindergarten level or above before July 1, 2001 are exempt from this requirement.

2008 SPECIAL SCHEDULE
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1st dose……………………...........................
2nd dose....................................................…

3rd dose.....................................................…

4th dose (Required only for entry to 
kindergarten level or above)...........................

1st dose......................................................…
2nd dose....................................................…

3rd dose.....................................................…

4th dose.....................................................…

5th dose (Required only for pupils ages 
4-6 years for entry to kindergarten level 
and above)..................................................

1st dose..................................................……
2nd dose....................................................…

3rd dose.....................................................…

4th dose............……….............................….

Recommended but not required for 7th
grade entry2: Booster dose of Td...................

One dose only........……................................

1st dose......................................................…
2nd dose…....................................................

One dose only……........................................

One dose only………....................................

Two doses……..............................................

One dose……...............................................

1st dose...............…….............................…..
2nd dose....……............................................
3rd dose...................................................…..

1st dose…………………..........................….
2nd  dose………………............................…

P o l i o1

Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis
FOR PUPILS UNDER AGE 7 YEARS:

Diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTP) or 
combination of DTP and diphtheria-tetanus toxoids

OR 

FOR PUPILS AGE 7 YEARS AND OLDER:

Diphtheria-tetanus 
(Pertussis not required)

Measles 

Note: For children entering kindergarten (or first
grade if kindergarten is skipped) on or after August 1,
1997, two doses are required.  For children entering
7th grade on or after July 1, 1999, the series shall be
in process or completed.

R u b e l l a

Mumps 
(Not required for pupils age 7 years and older)

H i b
Children 2-14 months old

Children 15 months–4 1/2 years old

Hepatitis B—For children entering at kindergarten
level (or first grade if kindergarten skipped) or below
on or after August 1,1997.  For children entering 7th
grade on or after July 1, 1999, the series shall be in
process or completed.

V a r i c e l l a3 – For children aged 13 through 17 years not
admitted to California schools before July 1, 2001.

Table 2: Conditional Admission Immunization Schedule

V a c c i n e D o s e Time Intervals

1 Oral polio vaccine (OPV) or inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) or any combination of these vaccines is acceptable.
2 Applies only to children (of any age) entering or advancing to the 7th grade on or after July 1, 1999.
3 Children admitted to California schools at the Kindergarten level or above before July 1, 2001 are exempt from this requirement.

Before admission
As early as 6 weeks but no later than 10 weeks after the 1st dose. 
Before admission if 10 or more weeks have elapsed since the 1st 
dose at the time of admission.
As early as 6 weeks but no later than 12 months after the 2nd dose.
Before admission if 12 or more months have elapsed since the 2nd 
dose at the time of admission.

Age 4-6 years: If the 3rd dose was given before the 4th birthday 
one more dose is required before admission.
Age 7-17 years: If the 3rd dose was given before the 2nd birthday,
one more dose is required before admission.

Before admission.
As early as 4 weeks but no later than 8 weeks after the 1st dose. 
Before admission if 8 or more weeks have elapsed since the 1st  
dose at the time of admission.
As early as 4 weeks but no later than 8 weeks after the 2nd  dose. 
Before admission if 8 or more weeks have elapsed since the 2nd 
dose at the time of admission.
As early as 6 months but no later than 12 months after the 3rd dose. 
Before admission if 12 or more months have elapsed since the 3rd 
dose at the time of admission.

If the 4th dose was given before the 4th birthday, one more 
dose is required before admission.

Before admission.
As early as 4 weeks but no later than 8 weeks after the 1st dose. 
Before admission if 8 or more weeks have elapsed since the 1st 
dose at the time of admission.
As early as 6 months but no later than 12 months after the 2nd dose.
Before admission if 12 or more months have elapsed since the 2nd 
dose at the time of admission.
If the 3rd dose was given before the 2nd birthday, one more dose 
is required before admission.

Before entry, 1 Td dose is recommended if 5 years or more have 
elapsed since the last dose of DTP, DT, Td or Tetanus.

Before admission. If the pupil is under age 15 months, this dose is
required when age 15 months is reached.
Before admission.
As early as 1 month but no later than 3 months after the 1st dose.

Before admission. If the pupil is under age 15 months, this dose is
required when age 15 months is reached.

Before admission. If the pupil is under age 15 months, this dose is
required when age 15 months is reached.

1st dose before admission. 2nd dose as early as 2 months but no
later than 3 months after the 1st dose.
At any age. (Changed from “Before admission.”)

Before admission.
As early as 1 month but no later than 2 months after the first dose.
Infants and children under age 18 months:  As early as 2 months
but no later than 12 months after the 2nd dose.  Also, no earlier
than 4 months after the 1st dose. 
Children age 18 months and older:  As early as 2 months but no
later than 6 months after the 2nd dose.  Also, no earlier than 4
months after the 1st dose.

Before admission
As early as 4 weeks but no longer than 3 months after first dose

2008 Special Schedule
affects ONLY the Hib vaccine



CALIFORNIA IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR

Child Care

INSTRUCTIONS To attend child care, children must have immunizations outlined below by age. Parents must present their
child's Immunization Record as proof of immunization. Copy the full date of each shot onto the blue Califor-
nia School Immunization Record card and then determine if the child is up-to-date. Blue cards are available
free from the Immunization Coordinator at your local health department. As the child care provider, it is your
responsibility to follow up regularly until all shots are finished.

REFERENCE Health and Safety Code, Division 105, Part 2, Chapter 1, Sections 120325-120380; California Code of
Regulations, Title 17, Division 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter 8, Sections 6000-6075

State of California • Department of Public Health • Immunization Branch • 850 Marina Bay Pkwy. • Richmond, CA 94804 • 510-620-3737 IMM-230 (1/08)

IMMUNIZATIONS
(SHOTS)
REQUIRED TO
ATTEND CHILD
CARE, BY AGE

Age When Enrolling Immunizations (Shots) Required

2–3 months.....................1 each of Polio, DTaP, Hib, Hep B
4–5 months.....................2 each of Polio, DTaP, Hib, Hep B
6–14 months...................3 DTaP

2 each of Polio, Hib, Hep B
15–17 months.................3 each of Polio, DTaP

2 Hep B
1 MMR, on or after the first birthday1

1 Hib at any age (Changed from 
“on or after the first birthday”1)

18 months–5 years..........3 Polio
4 DTaP
3 Hep B
1 MMR, on or after the first birthday1

1 Hib at any age (Changed from 
“on or after the first birthday”1)
1 Varicella (chickenpox)2

You may admit a child who is lacking one or more required vaccine doses if the dose(s) is not currently due on the
condition that they receive the remaining dose(s) when due, according to the schedule above. You will need to review
records to make sure this occurs. If the maximum time interval between doses has passed, the child cannot be
admitted until the next immunization is obtained.
1 Receipt of the dose up to (and including) 4 days before the birthday will satisfy the child care entry immunization

requirement.
2 If a child had chickenpox disease and this is indicated on the Immunization Record by the child's

physician, they meet the requirement. Write "disease" in the chickenpox date box on the blue card.

WHEN NEXT
SHOTS ARE DUE

Polio #2 ........................... 6–10 weeks after 1st dose
Polio #3 ........................... 6 weeks–12 months after 2nd dose
DTP or DTaP #2, #3 ......4–8 weeks after previous dose
Hib #2 ............................. 2–3 months after 1st dose
DTP or DTaP #4 ............. 6–12 months after 3rd dose
Hep B #2 .........................1–2 months after 1st dose
Hep B #3 .........................Under age 18 months: 2–12 months after 2nd dose and at least 4 months after 1st dose

Age 18 months and older: 2–6 months after 2nd dose and at least 4 months after 1st dose

EXEMPTIONS The law allows (a) parents/guardians to choose exemptions from immunization requirements based on their
personal beliefs, and (b) physicians of children to choose medical exemptions from them. The law does not
allow parents/guardians to choose an exemption simply because the "shot" record is lost or incomplete and it is
too much trouble to get to a physician or clinic to correct the problem. The back of the blue California School
Immunization Record has instructions and an affidavit to be signed by parents who want a personal beliefs
exemption. An up-to-date list of children with exemptions should be maintained separately by the child care
staff so that these children can be quickly identified and excluded from attendance if an outbreak occurs.

Vaccines
DTaP: Diphtheria, tetanus,
 and pertussis combined vaccine.
Record may show DT or DTP.

Hib: Haemophilus influenzae
 type b vaccine; required
only for children up to age 4
years, 6 months.

MMR: Measles, mumps, and  
rubella combined vaccine.

Hep B: Hepatitis B vaccine.

Varicella: Chickenpox vaccine.

2008
SPECIAL 

SCHEDULE

Please note the temporary change in entry requirements for Hib.



Horario
Especial 

para el 2008

Por favor preste atención al cambio provisional de los requisitos de entrada para Hib.

REQUISITOS DE LA INMUNIZACIÓN DE CALIFORNIAPARA

Cuidado infantil

INSTRUCCIONES Para asistir al cuidado infantil, los niños deben estar vacunados como notado abajo por la edad del niño.
Los padres deben presentar el Comprobante de Inmunización de su hijo antes de inscribirlo. Anote la
fecha completa (día/mes/año) de cada vacuna en el Comprobante de Vacunación Escolar de California (la
tarjeta azul). De esa manera, puede determinar si el niño está al día. Las tarjetas azules se pueden solicitar
sin costo alguno al Coordinador de  Vacunacíon de su departamento de salud local. Como proveedor de
cuidado infantil, es su responsabilidad de dar seguimiento hasta que los niños hayan recibido todas sus
vacunas.

Health and Safety Code, Division 105, Part 2, Chapter 1, Sections 120325-120380; California Code of
Regulations, Title 17, Division 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter 8, Sections 6000-6075

REFERENCIA

CUANDO DEBE
RECIBIR LAS
PROXIMAS
VACUNAS

Poliomielitis No. 2 ................ entre 6 y 10 semanas después de la primera dosis
Poliomielitis No. 3 ................ entre 6 semanas y 12 meses después de la segunda dosis
DTP o DTaP No. 2, No. 3 ..... entre 4 y 8 semanas después de la dosis anterior
Hib No. 2 ............................. entre 2 y 3 meses después de la primera dosis
DTP o DTaP No. 4 ................ entre 6 y 12 meses después de la tercera dosis
Hep B No. 2 ......................... entre 1 y 2 meses después de la primera dosis
Hep B No. 3 ......................... Para los niños menores de 18 meses de edad: entre 2 y 12 meses después de la

segunda dosis y al menos 4 meses después de la primera dosis
Para los niños mayores de 18 meses de edad: entre 2 y 6 meses después de la
segunda dosis y al menos 4 meses después de la primera dosis

VACUNAS
REQUERIDAS
PARA ASISTIR
A LA GUARDERIA,
POR EDAD

Edad al inscribirse Vacunas requeridas
2 a 3 meses ....................1 de cada una de las siguientes: poliomielitis, DTaP, Hib, Hep B
4 a 5 meses ....................2 de cada una de las siguientes: poliomielitis, DTaP, Hib, Hep B
6 a 14 meses ..................3 DTaP

2 de cada una de las siguientes: poliomielitis, Hib, Hep B
15 a 17 meses ................3 de cada una de las siguientes: poliomielitis, DTaP

2 Hep B
1 MMR en la fecha en que cumple un año de edad, o después1

1 Hib a cualquiera edad (diferent a “la fecha en que 
cumple un año de edad, o después”1)

1 Hib a cualquiera edad (diferent a “la fecha en que 
cumple un año de edad, o después”1)

18 meses a 5 años ..........3 poliomielitis
4 DTaP
3 Hep B
1 MMR en la fecha en que cumple un año de edad, o después1

                                       1 varicela

DTaP: Vacuna combinada contra la difteria, el tétano y la tos ferina. El comprobante puede mostrar DT o DTP.
Hib: Vacuna contra la Haemophilus influenzae tipo b; requerida sólo para los niños de hasta 4 años y 6 meses de edad.
MMR: Vacuna combinada contra el sarampión, las paperas y la rubéola.
Hep B: Hepatitis B.
Varicela: Vacuna contra la varicela.
Puede admitir a un niño al que le falte(n) una o más dosis requerida(s) de la(s) vacuna(s), pero que el intervalo máximo entre las dosis
no haya transcurrido, con la condición de que reciba la(s) dosis restantes cuando se las tenga que aplicar, de acuerdo con el
esquema anterior. Usted tendrá que ver los datos para verificar que el niño haya sido vacunado. Si transcurrió el intervalo de tiempo
máximo entre las dosis, no se puede admitir al niño hasta que reciba la próxima vacuna.
1 Recibo de la dosis hasta 4 días antes del cumpleaños satisface el requerimiento del registro de cuidado infantil.
2 Si un niño tuvo varicela y el médico lo document ó en su registro de vacunación, el requerimiento ha sido cumplido. Escriba
  "enfermedad" en el area de varicela en la tarjeta azul.

EXENCIONES La ley permite (a) que los padres o tutores opten por eximir a sus hijos de los requisitos de vacunación a causa
de sus creencias personales y (b) que los médicos de los niños opten por eximirlos de la vacunación por
motivos médicos. La ley no permite que los padres o tutores opten por una exención por el mero hecho de
que hayan perdido el comprobante de la vacunación, o porque el comprobante no esté completo, y les
resulte demasiado incómodo ir a un médico o a una clínica para corregir el problema. El reverso de la tarjeta
azul de Comprobante de Vacunación Escolar de California contiene instrucciones y una declaración jurada
que debe ser firmada por los padres que deseen una exención por sus creencias personales. El personal de la
guardería debe mantener una lista actualizada de los niños con exenciones, a fin de que esos niños puedan
ser identificados rápidamente y excluidos de la asistencia si hay un brote.

State of California • Department of Public Health • Immunization Branch • 850 Marina Bay Pkwy. • Richmond, CA 94804 • 510-620-3737 IMM-230S (1/08)
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