BACKGROUND

The 2005 Los Angeles County (LAC) Health Survey
identified families with children, individuals who are
poor or on public assistance, and those with language
limitations as being at increased risk during disasters.
It has been observed that characteristics which render
communities vulnerable to vaccine-preventable
diseases (VPD) are similar to those that contribute to
populations being at risk during disasters.

OBJECTIVE

To identify relationships between immunization-
related knowledge, attitudes and beliefs (KAB)/
coverage levels and degree of disaster /emergency
preparedness  (perceived and actual) within
households.

METHODS

In 2007, Rescatando Salud Promotoras collected
routine child immunization data (Young Child
Immunization Survey) along with responses to a
specific set of questions related to disaster
preparedness. Home-based interviews were
administered to caregivers of children (24 to 35
months old) who reside in five Los Angeles (LA) area
zip codes identified to be “at risk” for under-
immunization.

The survey instrument was comprised of demographic
information; immunization-related knowledge,
attitudes and beliefs; preparedness perceptions and
actual  preparedness  behaviors.  Immunization
coverage data (4DTaP:3Polio:1MMR:3Hib:3HepB)
was abstracted from immunization cards or medical
records.

RESULTS

Of 429 potential participants, 411 caregivers were
surveyed (96% response rate) and 397 (97%) were
eligible for analysis. Immunization coverage at age
24 months (4:3:1:3:3 series) was 79%.
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= Perceived Preparedness vs. Actual Preparedness

Among participants, 99% stated it was important for
households to be prepared for emergencies. Fifty-eight
percent (58%) had the perception of being prepared
and 50% reported actual preparedness behaviors
(having 6-8 items) necessary for an emergency in their
households.

Chi-square univariate analyses resulted in a significant
association between perceived and actual preparedness
with partner status; number of children; and length of
residency in the US (p<.05).

= Immunization Status & Perceived Preparedness

Of caregivers whose children were up-to-date (n=313),
55% perceived they were prepared for a disaster. Of
caregivers whose children were not up-to-date (n=84),
68% perceived they were prepared for a disaster.

= |mmunization KAB & Perceived Preparedness

Among caregivers who agreed that immunizations
protect the community (n=386), 59% perceived they
were prepared for a disaster.

= Rescatando Salud & Emergency Preparedness

Among responses, 284 (91%) stated that Rescatando
Salud Promotoras could better prepare them for an
emergency by providing information.

CONCLUSIONS

A large proportion of the sample believed disaster
preparedness and immunizations are both important
issues independently. However, results suggest that
immunization-related  beliefs/coverage may not
positively correlate with behaviors in other areas of
public health practice. A continued holistic approach to
immunization outreach by promotoras represents a
unique opportunity to foster other healthy behaviors
such as disaster preparedness.




