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Characteristics n % Characteristics n %

N=397
Perceived Emergency Preparedness Question
Again, thinking about your household, how prepared are you to deal with a P d

BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND

The 2005 Los Angeles County (LAC) Health Survey
identified families with children, individuals who are
poor or on public assistance and those with language

Perceived Preparedness vs. Actual Preparedness

Among participants, 99% stated it was important for
households to be prepared for emergencies. Fifty-eight

t (58%) h d th ti f b i d

Sample Characteristics Survey Questions Rescatando Salud
Promotoras Perceived Preparedness

Characteristics n %

Race
African American/Black 6 1.5

Latino/Hispanic 387 97.5

Other 4 1.0

Age of Caregiver
24 years old and under 106 26.7

25 – 29 years old 139 35.0

30 years old or older 152 38.3

Partner Status
Married/living with a partner 309 77.8

Single (never married, 
separated, or divorced)

88 22.2

Education
Elementary 111 28.0

Junior HS and some HS 219 55.2

High School and more 67 6.8

Characteristics n %

Household Income
$19,000 and under 251 63.2

$20,000 – $29,000 39 9.8

$30,000 – $39,000 9 2.2

$40,000 or more 1 0.3

Don’t Know 88 22.2

Refuse / NA 9 2.3

Number of Children
1 child 84 21.2

2 children 145 36.5

3 or more children 168 42.3

How Long Caregiver Lived in the U.S.
0 – 5 years 103 25.9

6 – 10 years 127 32.0

11 or more years 167 42.1

g , g y , p p y
catastrophic disaster such as a flu epidemic, an earthquake, or a terrorist 
attack – would you say completely, somewhat, or not at all prepared? 
(Response options were completely prepared, somewhat prepared, not at all 
prepared, don’t know, refuse)
Actual Emergency Preparedness Questions
In case of an emergency, does your household have…

…a place to meet outside your home? 
…an emergency contact, like a person who lives far away and whom         
everyone in the   family can call?
…food and water supplies for your family for at least three days?
…a first aid kit?
…a battery-powered radio?
…extra batteries?
…a flashlight?
…someone you know whom you can call for help?
(Response options were yes, no, don’t know, refuse)

58%42%

Prepared:
Caregivers who 
responded 
completely prepared
and somewhat 
prepared. 

Not Prepared:
Caregivers who 
responded not at all 
prepared, don’t 
know, and/or refuse.

n=168
n=229

N=397

poor or on public assistance, and those with language
limitations as being at increased risk during disasters.
It has been observed that characteristics which render
communities vulnerable to vaccine-preventable
diseases (VPD) are similar to those that contribute to
populations being at risk during disasters.

OBJECTIVEOBJECTIVE

percent (58%) had the perception of being prepared
and 50% reported actual preparedness behaviors
(having 6-8 items) necessary for an emergency in their
households.

Chi-square univariate analyses resulted in a significant
association between perceived and actual preparedness
with partner status; number of children; and length of
residency in the US (p<.05).( p p y , , , f )OBJECTIVEOBJECTIVE

To identify relationships between immunization-
related knowledge, attitudes and beliefs (KAB)/
coverage levels and degree of disaster /emergency
preparedness (perceived and actual) within
households.

es de cy e US (p .05).

Immunization Status & Perceived Preparedness 

Of caregivers whose children were up-to-date (n=313),
55% perceived they were prepared for a disaster. Of
caregivers whose children were not up-to-date (n=84),
68% perceived they were prepared for a disaster.

Immunization KAB & Perceived Preparedness 

Actual Preparedness 
Behaviors

Perceived Preparedness vs. 
Actual Preparedness

Perceived vs. Actual 
Preparedness by Education  
& Years of Residency in US

Perceived vs. Actual 
Preparedness by Number of 
Children & Partner Status
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Prepared Not Prepared
n=229 n=168

N=397

50% 50%

Actual preparedness was 
measured by having a higher 
number of items necessary 
to be prepared for an 
emergency:

0-5 items: Caregivers who 
self-reported having 0-5 
items are defined as not 
prepared in actual practice.

6-8 items: Caregivers who 
self-reported having 6-8 
items are defined as being 
prepared in actual practice.

n=199n=198

METHODSMETHODS
In 2007, Rescatando Salud Promotoras collected
routine child immunization data (Young Child
Immunization Survey) along with responses to a
specific set of questions related to disaster
preparedness. Home-based interviews were
administered to caregivers of children (24 to 35

Among caregivers who agreed that immunizations
protect the community (n=386), 59% perceived they
were prepared for a disaster.

Rescatando Salud & Emergency Preparedness

Among responses, 284 (91%) stated that Rescatando
Salud Promotoras could better prepare them for an
emergency by providing information

Perceived Actual
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Married/With
Partner

Single

Perceived Actual

n=84 n=145 n=168 n=309 n=88

N=397N=397

0-5 Items 6-8 Items
n 229 n 168

N=397

g (
months old) who reside in five Los Angeles (LA) area
zip codes identified to be “at risk” for under-
immunization.

The survey instrument was comprised of demographic
information; immunization-related knowledge,
attitudes and beliefs; preparedness perceptions and
actual preparedness behaviors. Immunization

d t (4DT P 3P li 1MMR 3Hib 3H B)

emergency by providing information.

CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONS
A large proportion of the sample believed disaster
preparedness and immunizations are both important
issues independently. However, results suggest that
immunization-related beliefs/coverage may not

Perceived vs. Actual 
Preparedness Among Those 

Perceived vs. Actual 
Preparedness Among Those Immunization KAB vs. 

Percei ed Preparedness

How Can Rescatando Salud
Help You Get Prepared for 

8 5 68 309 88

36

64
71

29

10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

N=313
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Immunizations keep children from getting serious diseases.Immunizations keep children from getting serious diseases.

7

15

0

4

140

198

164

224

Some immunizations are not safe.Some immunizations are not safe.

3241Not Prepared

6859Prepared

Children under 2 years old are at risk for some of the diseases Children under 2 years old are at risk for some of the diseases that are that are 
prevented by immunizations.prevented by immunizations.

042Not Prepared

10058Prepared

DisagreeAgreeN=397

33%
38%

General
Information

Presentations

Specific Topics

Resources

N=284: The  
responses 
represent the 
selection 
category 
‘Provide 
Information’; 
the remaining 
selection 
categories 
included: 

coverage data (4DTaP:3Polio:1MMR:3Hib:3HepB)
was abstracted from immunization cards or medical
records.

RESULTSRESULTS

Of 429 potential participants, 411 caregivers were
surveyed (96% response rate) and 397 (97%) were

g y
positively correlate with behaviors in other areas of
public health practice. A continued holistic approach to
immunization outreach by promotoras represents a
unique opportunity to foster other healthy behaviors
such as disaster preparedness.

Up-to-Date Not Up-to-Date Perceived Preparedness p p
Emergencies?

0
Prepared  Not Prepared

0-5 Items 6-8 Items
n=172 n=141

Up-to-Date status is based on the receipt of: 4DTaP: 3Polio: 1MMR: 3HIB: 3HepB 
vaccines by children at 24 months of age.
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Immunizations protect the community.Immunizations protect the community.

4437Not prepared

5663Prepared

z ff

10%
5% 4%

10%
Written
Information

Unspecified

‘Supply 
Important 
Items’, ‘Don’t 
know’, 
‘Nothing’, or
were missing.

surveyed (96% response rate) and 397 (97%) were
eligible for analysis. Immunization coverage at age
24 months (4:3:1:3:3 series) was 79%.


