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Presentation Overview

What is healthcare reform?

What role does prevention play in healthcare
reform?

What impact will healthcare reform have on
health education practice?

What role do health educators play in
healthcare reform?

How best can health educators support DHS's
mission in this new healthcare landscape?
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What Role Does Prevention Play in
Healthcare Reform?

Prevention plays a key
role in healthcare reform

Health education is a key
component of health
promotion and disease
prevention

Health education will be
key to healthcare reform




What Impact Will Healthcare Reform
Have on Health Education Practice?

51% of health educators work in
healthcare and social assistance

23% work in government

DHS health educators work in a
combination setting

Changing nature of health service
delivery in physician’s offices,
health maintenance organizations,
and public health clinics has
increased emphasis on:

— Health education

— Provider-focused quality
improvement strategies




What Role do Health Educators Play
in Healthcare Reform?

Employment of health educators is
expected to grow by 18%

— Faster than the average for all
occupations through 2018 due to rising
healthcare costs

As healthcare costs rise, insurance
companies, employers, and
governments are finding ways to curb
costs

— Employing health educators is a cost-
effective way to teach people how to
live healthy lives and avoid costly
treatments for illnesses




How Best Can Health Educators Support DHS’s
Mission in this New Healthcare Landscape?

Understand recipients’ health and social
characteristics, beliefs, attitudes, values skills and
past behaviors.

Work at multiple levels of intervention

— e.g. changing policy, organizational, and individual health
behaviors

Employ different behavior change strategies

— e.g. group intervention, individual counseling, new
communication and information technologies

Promote community empowerment to improve and
sustain patient satisfaction and health outcomes
— Raise awareness of the determinants of health

— Promote shared decision-making, community interaction,
participation, and critical analysis

— Encourage individual and collective actions which may change
determinants of health
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Questions?
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