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The Origin Of Father’s Day
Many people assume Father’s Day (and Mother’s Day for that matter) is a holiday designed by greeting card makers to
turn a profit. But that couldn’t be farther from the truth. The story behind how this day became a holiday is actually a
tale of determination by one woman and a decades-long fight to get fathers the recognition they deserve.

Some attribute the first Father’s Day observance to the 1907 Monongah, West Virginia mining disaster that killed 361 men
—250 of them fathers— and which left more than a thousand children without a dad. Grace Golden Clayton, whose father
was killed in the tragedy, suggested a service of commemoration to the pastor of her local Methodist chapel. But it never
really caught on as an annual observance.

On June 6, 1910, Dodd approached the Spokane Ministerial Association and the local Young Men’s Christian Association
(YMCA) with her petition outlining the idea for an annual observance, and she received overwhelming support. Spokane’s
held its first Father’s Day celebration on Sunday, June 19, 1910, with moving speeches by her own pastor and those from
other area churches.

The first US President to celebrate it was Woodrow Wilson in June of 1916, who opened the church services by telephone
to Spokane from the Oval Office. Wilson liked the idea so much of a day of observation for fathers that he pushed to make
it a national holiday (he had just made Mother’s Day official in 1915), but members of Congress resisted, fearing that such
a day would take away support from the Mother’s Day holiday, and commercialize the day for fathers, causing more harm
than good.

More than 50 years after Dodd’s initial efforts, Father’s Day was recognized as a holiday to be celebrated on the third
Sunday of June by President Lyndon Johnson’s Executive Order in 1966. But it was still not officially recognized as a
federal holiday until six years later, in 1972 when, during his re-election campaign, Richard Nixon signed an official
proclamation setting Father’s Day permanently on the third Sunday in June nationwide.

So when you’re picking out that special gift and card for dad, remember Sonora Smart Dodd and her efforts to get fathers
the recognition they deserve
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LGBT Pride Month, often shortened to Pride Month, is a month, typically June,
dedicated to celebration and commemoration of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and

transgender pride. Pride Month began after the Stonewall riots, a series of gay
liberation protests in 1969. 
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