
















 

A Program to Inspire Americans 

The Wilderness Society (TWS) was founded in 1935 to protect America’s 
national public lands within large natural systems so that all Americans, from 
urban cities to rural towns can easily access national parks, refuges and 
wilderness for recreation, leisure, adventure and enjoyment.  

In 2012, TWS developed a new strategic framework centered around three 
campaign pillars to help guide our mission forward: safeguarding American 
wildlands by securing new protective designations; guiding renewable energy 
development away from vulnerable areas; and building a broad, diverse 
constituency that enjoys public lands and supports their conservation and 
stewardship.  

This third pillar is a key part of our strategy in Los Angeles, where we have 
launched Urban to Wild, a program devoted to providing urban residents from 
park-poor communities with opportunity to connect to the outdoors. 

Connecting Communities to Public Lands 

We first engaged urban Los Angeles as part of our efforts to establish the San 
Gabriel Mountains National Monument (designated October 2014). Building on 
this momentum, Urban to Wild carries our work forward by promoting transit-
to-trails, public access, and park and open space initiatives; educating land 
management agencies on the value of community engagement and inclusivity; 
and advocating for policies that protect public lands and connect communities 
to access points for recreation.  

Urban to Wild has been designed to activate and engage the citizens of Los 
Angeles in voicing their input on policies that affect their communities.  TWS 
collaborates with local groups, coalitions, businesses and other organizations 
to  increase local engagement in public lands issues, and improve green space 
access for park-poor communities and diverse citizens of the San Gabriel 
Valley.  

Protecting wilderness and inspiring Americans to 

care for our wild places since 1935. 

 
Urban to Wild Contact: Heather Davis | Heather_Davis@tws.org | 310-569-1682 

Our mission is to protect wilderness and inspire Americans to care for our wild places. 



 

Since 2008, The Wilderness Society has 
played a leading role in the San Gabriel 
Mountains Forever (SGMF) coalition, a 
diverse partnership of residents, cities, 
business owners, community leaders, health 
and environmental justice organizations, recreation and conservation 
groups working to permanently protect the San Gabriel Mountains and 
rivers.  In October 2014 President Obama designated the San Gabriel 
Mountains National Monument, protecting 346,177 acres within the 
landmark mountain range, from which one-third of Los Angeles residents 
receive their drinking water and one-in-twenty Americans are within a 90 
minute drive.  

About the San Gabriel Mountains Forever Leadership Academy 

Coordinated by The Wilderness Society, the San Gabriel Mountains Forever 
Leadership Academy is an education program of the broader coalition that 
emphasizes environmental education, civic engagement, community 
advocacy and project management. This six month field organizer training 
program combines experiential environmental education with an active 
campaign for environmental justice and public lands advocacy. 

The Academy is ideal for students eager to learn grassroots 
campaigning; retirees seeking to improve their neighborhood; and parents 
who hope for better recreation opportunities for their kids. Approximately 
78% of our graduates identify as Latino; 57% are immigrants; 57% are 
women; and 60% are college-age or younger.  

The Academy was created to achieve the goal of supporting a local legacy of 
public lands stewards, particularly among youth and in communities of 
color. Using skills learned, graduates develop and implement service 
projects that address real-life challenges in their communities.   

Academy Results and Community Impact 

Over the past four years, the Leadership Academy has graduated nine 
cohorts. Graduates have completed 34 service projects that raised 
awareness about environmental justice among youth and communities of 
color living in Los Angeles, San Fernando Valley and San Gabriel Valley. 
Participants also created art-based projects, including painting over 30 trash 
receptacles along the West and East forks of the San Gabriel River.  
 

To date, eight Academy graduates have traveled to Washington, D.C. to 
advocate on behalf of their community for protection of the San Gabriel 
Mountains before the monument designation.  In fact, when President 
Obama declared the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument, he shared 
the story of one of the Academy’s valedictorians with the audience.  
 

Several Academy graduates have used their training to find employment 
with San Gabriel Mountains Forever organizations and  locally-based non-
profits, including The Sierra Club, COFEM, Amigos de los Rios and Pacoima 
Beautiful.  

Leadership Academy Contact: Duyen Tran | Duyen_Tran@tws.org | 213-222-3577 
Our mission is to protect wilderness and inspire Americans to care for our wild places. 
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