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Disclosures
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There is no commercial support for today’s webinar.

Neither the speakers nor planners for today’s 
webinar have disclosed any financial interests related 

to the content of the meeting.

This webinar is meant for licensed community care 
facilities and is off the record. Reporters should log 

off now.



DISCLAIMER

• This is a rapidly evolving situation so the information being presented is current as of 
today (09/29/2020), so we highly recommend that if you have questions after today 
you utilize the resources that we will review at the end of this presentation. 
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Testing for COVID-19 in Community Care Facilities (CCFs)

• The testing landscape

• The new LAC DPH testing toolkit for CCFs

• The new LAC DPH CCF webpage

• Questions
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The testing landscape
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COVID-19 Cases and Deaths in LA County, February--September, 2020

Summary

• 249,182 cases

• 6063 deaths
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COVID-19 Cases and Deaths in Long-Term Care Facilities

7-day Average Daily Total and SNF-
Associated COVID-19 Deaths Summary

• Of 6,093 deaths

– 2,853 (47%) in LTCFs

• Among LTCF deaths

– 2,486 (87%) in SNF residents

– Deaths in other congregate care facilities 
likely underestimated

• Limited testing

• Underreporting 
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Role of Testing

• Testing one tool in toolkit for outbreak prevention and management

• Most important measures

– Universal masking

– Social distancing

– Hand hygiene

– Environmental sanitation

• Consider how testing will change outbreak management

– Especially if you plan to routinely test asymptomatic people 

– What will you do if you identify a case? Do you have a space to isolate?

– How will you manage staff and residents exposed to an infected person?

• Refer to LA County Public Health guidance documents
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Limitations of Testing

• No test is 100% accurate

– Potential for false positive results – especially when prevalence is low and testing 
asymptomatic people

– Need to interpret test results in the context of your situation

• A negative test does not exclude infection

– Represents one point in time

– Test cannot be used to shorten quarantine

– Might err on side of isolating in high risk situations (a symptomatic person who 
was a close contact to a confirmed case)
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Los Angeles County Public Health Testing Recommendations 

• Targeted testing strategy

• Test all symptomatic people

• Test close contacts of confirmed cases

• Repeat process for each identified case

• Exception: Situations where contacts cannot be reliably identified

– Example: Memory care unit

– Consider comprehensive testing of all residents
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CDPH Testing Recommendations

• CDSS Provider Information Notice 20-23

• Test all residents on entry

• Facilities without COVID-19: 

– Test symptomatic persons

– 10% of staff every 14 days

• Facilities with COVID-19:

– Test all staff and residents every 14 days until no new cases on 2 rounds of testing

• Review PIN to develop a plan for how to manage test results
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Report Cases in Staff or Residents Immediately to Public Health

• Allow Public Health to provide consultation and assistance with outbreak 
management

• Improved tracking of the burden of disease

• If 1 or more residents in your facility become newly sick with symptoms of COVID-19, 
notify Los Angeles County Department of Public Health at 213-240-7941 during 
daytime hours or (213) 974-1234 (After Hours Emergency Operator).
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LAC DPH CCF testing toolkit
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LAC DPH CCF webpage
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Key Resources
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Links

• LAC DPH coronavirus website: http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/coronavirus/. 

• LAC DPH CCF website: 
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/nCorona2019/healthfacilities/ccf. 

• LAC DPH SNF website: 
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/ncorona2019/healthfacilities.htm#LTCFs.

• CCLD coronavirus page: https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/cdss-
programs/community-care-licensing/covid-19-information-and-resources. 
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Questions?
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