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There is no commercial support for today’s call

Neither the speakers nor planners for today’s call 
have disclosed any financial interests related to the 
content of the meeting

This call is meant for healthcare facilities and is off 
the record and reporters should log off now
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Objectives

• Review the chain of infection and infection control concepts
• Describe the core infection prevention practices that must be 

used in all care settings, all the time 
• Foster discussion among LA County Skilled Nursing Facilities 

about infection control practices
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Chain of Infection

Reference: https://apps.hhs.texas.gov/providers/NF/credentialing/cna/infection-control/module2/Module_2_Chain_of_Infection

https://apps.hhs.texas.gov/providers/NF/credentialing/cna/infection-control/module2/Module_2_Chain_of_Infection


Colonization and Infection
• Colonization

• presence of microorganisms on or in the body but without clinical 
signs or symptoms- does not need treatment

• Eg. Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) in nares 
and wounds, C. difficile in GI tract, Candida auris in axilla/groin

• Infection
• characterized by isolation of microorganisms with clinical 

expression of diseases such as pneumonia, bloodstream 
infections, gastrointestinal infections, skin infections etc.- need 
treatment.

• For IPC purposes, follow the same practices for colonization 
and infection
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http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/health-care-associated-infections/_documents/guidelines-for-prevention-and-control-mdro.pdf



Core Infection Prevention Practices 
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Reference: 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/2019_2_CoreInfectionPreventionPractices_Approved02.22.19.pdf (Slide 9)

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/2019_2_CoreInfectionPreventionPractices_Approved02.22.19.pdf


Infectious Agents (Pathogens)

• Bacteria
• Virus
• Fungi 

• Parasites
• Protozoa 

• Helminths
• Prions
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1.http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/

http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/


Reservoir 

I. Human
• May/may not show symptoms
• Measles, Mumps, Hepatitis B, Salmonella typhi etc.

II. Animal
• Rabies (Bats, dogs), Anthrax (Sheep), Plague (Rodents), Ebola (Bats)

III. Environmental 
• Soil, Water, Plants
• Histoplasma (soil), Legionella (cooling units), Clostridium tetani (soil)
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Reference: https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson1/section10.html

http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/

https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson1/section10.html
http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/


Portal of Exit

• Open wounds/skin
• Body Fluids
• Aerosols 
• Mucous membranes

9

1.http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/

http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/


Mode of Transmission

• Direct
• Direct contact (skin to skin, kissing, sexual contact etc.)
• Droplet spread (Meningococcal infection, COVID-19 etc.)

• Indirect
• Airborne (Measles)
• Vehicle borne (through food, water, fomites etc.)
• Vector borne

• Flea (Yersinia pestis-> Plague), Mosquito (Plasmodium -> 
Malaria)
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Reference: https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson1/section10.html



Portal of Entry 

• Broken skin/incisions
• Respiratory tract
• Mucous membranes
• Catheters and tubing (invasive devices)
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1.http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/

http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/


Susceptible Host 

Any person, including your residents, your visitors, and 

YOU!!! 
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1.http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/

http://professionals.site.apic.org/10-ways-to-protect-patients/break-the-chain-of-infection/


Adherence Monitoring

• What is 
adherence 
monitoring?

• Why should we 
use adherence 
monitoring?

• Why is 
adherence 
monitoring 
important?
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1.: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/2019_2_CoreInfectionPreventionPractices_Approved02.22.19.pdf

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/2019_2_CoreInfectionPreventionPractices_Approved02.22.19.pdf


What it takes?

• Infection Prevention training
– CDPH - Infection Preventionist Training for Skilled Nursing Facilities Online 

Course 
(free!) https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/IP_TrainingForSNF
s_OnlineCourse.aspx

– CDC –Nursing Home Infection Preventionist Training Course (free!) 
https://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare/training.html

• Leadership 
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1.: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/2019_2_CoreInfectionPreventionPractices_Approved02.22.19.pdf

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/IP_TrainingForSNFs_OnlineCourse.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare/training.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/2019_2_CoreInfectionPreventionPractices_Approved02.22.19.pdf


Summary (Review)
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1.: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/2019_2_CoreInfectionPreventionPractices_Approved02.22.19.pdf

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/2019_2_CoreInfectionPreventionPractices_Approved02.22.19.pdf


Programming 
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Session Date Covered Topics

Week 1 Wednesday, June 9th Program Overview

Week 2 Wednesday, June 16th Office Hours

Week 3 (Today!) Wednesday, June 23rd Core IP Practices

Week 4 Wednesday, June 30th APIC Annual Meeting (off)

Week 5 Wednesday, July 7th Standard and Enhanced 
Precautions

Week 6 Wednesday, July 14th Office Hours

Week 7 Wednesday, July 21st Contact and Contact Spore

Week 8 Wednesday, July 28th Office Hours

Week 9 Wednesday, August 4th Droplet, AB, Novel Respiratory

Week 10 Wednesday, 
August 11th

Office Hours



Questions
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