COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH fﬁ C COUNTY OF Los ANGELES
‘sll>. A\ Public Health
ORDER OF THE HEALTH OFFICER

ORDER NO. 2023-02 OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER

ORDER OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER

REQUIRED MASKING OF WORKERS IN HEALTHCARE AND DIRECT CARE SE%

Issue Date: Thursday, March 30, 2023 0
Effective at 12:01am on Monday, April 03, 2023

Brief Highlights:

3/30/2023:

e This Order requires employees who work in Healthcare Facil
are at high-risk to wear a Well-Fitting Mask when providing car rking in-person with
Patients, Clients, and Residents and when in patient care areas i althcare and direct care
settings. A Well-Fitting Mask is not required to be worn no Patient, Client, or Resident
IS present.

with¥individuals who

Please read this%ca fully.
SUMMARY OF THE ORDER:

On March 31, 2023, the Los Angeles Co Q ency declarations for COVID-19 will be
lifted. Lifting of the emergency declagpsi iN response to the presence and greater
availability of resources needed to re e pandemic, such as vaccinations, effective
treatments for those who are vgunera severe disease, and effective use of mitigation
strategies, such as testing and g—all of which were either not present or were in scarce
supply early in the pandemic.

Despite improvements o ge about COVID-19 and the availability of resources, the
SARS-CoV-2 vir&s, varlants or subvariants of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, and other
circulating respir iruses remaln a concern for Los Angeles County residents. The SARS-

ts, clients, and residents in healthcare settings have little choice about
sure when they seek care, and many of them are at greater risk of severe

serious fliness and death from COVID-19. Another important protection in these settings is
the use of a Well-Fitting Mask by workers, which reduces both the risk of infection for those
workers and reduces the risk of them transmitting respiratory viruses, including but not
limited to SARS-CoV-2, to Patients, Clients, and Residents. Accordingly, this Order requires
workers working in designated Healthcare Facilities—meaning general acute care hospitals,
skilled nursing facilities, intermediate care facilities, other types of ambulatory care settings,
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pre-hospital care settings, and home care settings, further defined below—to wear a Well-
Fitting Mask at all times when providing care to Patients, Clients, and Residents and when in
patient or direct care settings, as described in this Order.

visitors of those people, although the County Health Officer strongly recommends the
a Well-Fitting Mask and that entities covered by this Order continue to require univegéa
masking of visitors as appropriate.

The Order provides limited exceptions and does not apply to patients, clients, resident&
r

Aside from the requirements of this Order, the County Health Officer sti @
recommends that everyone continue appropriate protections based on itu
including the following five measures: 1) following the CDC’s mos
vaccination and booster guidance; 2) wearing a Well-Fitting Ma
based upon personal and household risk factors; 3) staying hom r you feel sick in
order to protect others around you and following the State and Cou uidance if you are a
COVID-19 case or a close contact of a case; 4) staying aw. f mediCation that you can use
if you get sick with COVID-19, including drugs like Paglovigl thaygan decrease the severity of
the infection, especially for anyone over 50 years old or& as other risk factors; and 5)
thewye

OWD-19
ropNate settings

remaining aware of information about COVID-19,and o iratory illnesses.

This Order is effective within the County of LoSgig0 ublic Health Jurisdiction, defined as
all cities and unincorporated areas withigthe & of Los Angeles, except for the cities of
Long Beach and Pasadena that must foll g&pective City Health Officer orders and
guidance. This Order is effective at Monday, April 03, 2023.

UNDER THE AUTHORITY ORCALIE
120175; CALIFORNIA C
AND LOS A

THE COU

IA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE (HSC) SECTION
REGULATIONS (CCR), TITLE 17, SECTION 2501;
COUNTY CODE, SECTION 11.04.010

ANGELES HEALTH OFFICER ORDERS:

1) Purpose. Altho t e-wide emergency declaration and the local emergency have
ended, COYID€9%gd other circulating respiratory viruses continue to pose a risk to
Patients, CIg@ts, esidents at Healthcare Facilities and in direct care settings. Having

Workers ilities wear a Well-Fitting Mask when providing care to Patients,

Clients, sidents and when in patient care areas protects those people and the

$ rss gh the protection from wearing a Well-Fitting Mask is not perfect, evidence

LS

at It can be an important part of reducing the spread of respiratory viruses in these
eS of settings.

This Order is based on the evidence of continued community transmission of respiratory
viruses within the County as well as scientific evidence and best practices to prevent
severe negative health outcomes due to COVID-19 infection. The County Health Officer will
continue to monitor data regarding the evolving scientific understanding of the risks posed
by COVID-19 and other respiratory viruses, including the impact of masking, and may
amend or rescind this Order based on analysis of that data and knowledge.
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2) Intent. The primary intent of this Order is to Protect Patients, Clients, and Residents who
receive care at Healthcare Facilities and in direct care settings from infection, and to reduce
the risk of severe health outcomes, such as hospitalization or death due to COVID-19 and
other respiratory infections.

3) Interpretation. All provisions of this Order must be interpreted to effectuate the pu
and intent of this Order as described above. The summary at the beginning of thi
well as the headings and subheadings of sections contained in this Order are fo
convenience only and may not be used to interpret this Order. In the event
inconsistency between the summary, headings, or subheadings and tiy te
the text will control.

4) Definitions. For purposes of this Order the following terms havggh
below:

a) CDC. “CDC” means the United States Centers for Dise
b) CDPH. “CDPH” means the California Department of Publi

c) COVID-19. “COVID-19 means coronawrus@ls e 9, the disease caused by the
SARS-CoV-2 virus.

d) Direct Care Setting. “Direct care settKa ecific locations where care is

a S given

| and Prevention.

provided directly to patients, clients, an@§gsidents.

e) Healthcare Facility. “Healthcare F ns certain healthcare settings and
facilities where vulnerable pop®gti % e to the facility, often out of necessity, and
where some of those peo rmgrier risk of negative health outcomes due to
COVID-19. The full list of f included facility is listed in Section 5(a)-(b)
below, including details aboutghat parts of buildings are included in the definition of
this term.

f) Patients, Clients, g
person who is r

m idents. “Patients, Clients, and Residents” means any
R gare or services or is residing overnight or longer at any

Healthcare Fa vered by this Order.

g) Well- thtl “WeII -Fitting Mask” means a mask or respirator that fits the
|nd| i.e., it fits closely on the face without any gaps along the edges or
arou e) covers the nose and mouth, especially while talking, and provides

lon. CDC guidance regarding well-fitting masks may be found at:

@ww cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/masks.html, and

C uidance may be found at:
:/lwww.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Get-the-Most-out-

of-Masking.aspx.

Worker. “Worker” means refers to all paid and unpaid employees, contractors,
students, and volunteers who work in indoor or other settings where (1) care is
provided to individuals in care (Patients, Clients, and Residents), (2) patients have
access for any purpose, leading to direct or indirect patient contact or exposure to
SARS-CoV-2 airborne aerosols, (3) home care or daily living assistance is provided
to residents, or individuals working in settings specified in Paragraph 5(c). This
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includes workers serving in health care, prehospital care, patient transport, medical
and dental offices, residential care or other direct care settings, other health care
settings or home health care settings who have the potential for direct or indirect
exposure to patients, residents, or SARS-CoV-2 airborne aerosols. Workers include,
but are not limited to, direct supportive services staff, hospice providers, nurges,
nursing assistants, medical assistants, physicians, dental assistants, dentist&
technicians, therapists, WPCS providers, IHSS providers, phlebotomists,
pharmacists, emergency medical technicians (EMTs), EMT—paramedics

prehospital care personnel, affiliated home care aides, register greeades,
certified home health aides, independent home care aides, h les, birth
attendants, contractual staff not employed by the facility, stu ,
contractual staff not employed by the residential facility, ot directly

environmental services, laundry, security, englneerlng an Ities management,
administrative, billing, cosmetology, personal trai and vdOlunteer personnel).
People who in the course of their duties may enggr orork in a Healthcare Facility

on an intermittent or occasional basis or for rteriods of time including, but not
limited to, firefighters, emergency medjcal techigiaMs (EMTs), EMT-paramedics,

police, other law enforcement are mclu%:\e erm Worker.
5) Facilities Subject to this Order. This Or o Healthcare Facilities in the County
3 .

Public Health Jurisdiction and Workef@w or are present for any amount of time in
indoor portions of Healthcare Facilities, r specific Workers, who work with high-risk
individuals, as defined in detail i below.

& ; ZCilities;
Qfite Fare Facilities;

iii) ‘nte
IV,
v ut®yPsychiatric Hospitals;

Day Health Care Centers;
pe°rogram of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) and PACE Centers;

i) Ambulatory Surgery Centers;

ncy Medical Services Provider Agencies;

iX) Chemical Dependency Recovery Hospitals;
x) Clinics and Doctor Offices (including behavioral health, surgical, dental);
xi) Congregate Living health Facilities;
xii) Dialysis Centers;
xiii) Hospice Facilities;
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xiv) Pediatric Day Health and Respite Care Facilities;
xv) Residential Substance use Treatment and Mental Health Treatment Facilities;

b) Home Care Settings.
i) Home Care Organization;

i) Home Health Agency;
c) Workers Who Work with Specific High-Risk Individuals.

i) All in-home direct care services workers, including regis
aides and certified home health aides, except for thos
provide services to a recipient with whom they live
member of the recipient for whom they provide s

i) All waiver personal care services (WPCS) pro
California Department of Health Care Services, a
services (IHSS) providers, as defined by the Califor epartment of Social
Services, except for those workers who o vide services to a recipient
with whom they live or who are a farf bewof the recipient for whom
they provide services; x

e

iif) All hospice workers who are pro%s rvices in the home or in a licensed
facility;

iv) All regional center emp

@ ell as service provider workers, who

ough the network of Regional Centers
mental and intellectual disabilities, except for
those workers who o rovide services to a recipient with whom they live or
who are a fa f the recipient for whom they provide services.

. Ability to Adopt More-Protective Measures. This
um requirements related to masking in Healthcare
Order is intended to reduce any other federal, state, or

d) Minimum Requwe
Order establishes t
Facilities. Not

local Iegal ts or otherwise modify them in a way that is less protective of
publlcﬁ mit a Healthcare Facility’s choices to take more health protective
Ithcare Facilities may impose further protective measures than the
mini |rements or recommendations under this Order.
6) Maskin irements for Workers in Healthcare Facilities and in Home and Direct

Ithcare Facilities and Home and Direct Care Settings. Each Healthcare
Facility and Home Care Setting must, consistent with this Order, implement a
program requiring its Workers to wear a Well-Fitting Mask at all times when Workers
are providing care to or working in-person with a patient, client or resident or are in
patient care areas. A Well-Fitting Mask is not required when no patient, client, or
resident is present.

b) Workers in Healthcare Facilities. Except as provided in subsection (e) below, by
the Effective Date of this Order, Workers who work onsite in Healthcare Facilities
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must comply with the masking requirement listed in subsection (a) above. The
requirement to wear a Well-Fitting Mask also applies to people who only visit such
locations on an intermittent or occasional basis or for short periods of time, such as
contractors, regulators, firefighters, emergency medical technicians (EMTS),

paramedics, police, and other law enforcement—all such people must wear &

II-
Fitting masking when interacting with Patients, Clients, and Residents or whef g
patient or direct care areas where Patients, Clients, or Residents are pre
Provision of a Well-Fitting Mask. Healthcare Facilities and entities e
workers who are required to wear a mask by this Order, on reqy@st, ell-

Fitting Mask.

Fit and Filtration Guidance. When wearing a mask, ev hOWld consistently

wear the best mask they can obtain, considering fit angfiltraigon Qod without using a
one-way exhalation valve that is not filtered). A well-fi n-ygnted N95, KN95 or

KF94 respirator for voluntary use is strongly recommen n if not fit-tested, to
provide maximum protection.

Limited Exceptions. Workers are exempt §o e king requirements of this

Order in the following situations: \q

i) Personal Protective Equipment. erson Wquired by this Order to wear a
Well-Fitting Mask does not need to&vhen wearing personal protective
equipment (“PPE”) that is more gfOt&gti#han a well-fitting mask, including
when required by (i) any w &@ icy or (ii) any local, state, or federal law,
regulation, or other m sefice. When a Worker is not required to wear
such PPE and in an in are Facility setting, they must wear a Well-
Fitting Mask or PPE that ore protective unless otherwise exempted under
this Order.

i) Medical or Saf ption. A Worker does not need to wear a Well-Fitting
Mask when ow: (1) a medical professional has provided a written
exemption ask requirement based on the person medical condition, other

h glth & disability; or (2) that they are hearing impaired, or
comguiNgating with a person who is hearing impaired, where the ability to see
t N essential for communication; or (3) wearing a Well-Fitting Mask
[ ing would create a risk to the person related to their work as
ed by local, state, or federal regulators or workplace safety guidelines.
cordance with state and federal guidelines, if a person is required by this
er to wear a Well-Fitting Mask but is exempt from wearing one under this
aragraph, that person still must wear an alternative face covering such as a face
shield with a drape on the bottom edge, unless they can show either: (1) a
medical professional has provided a written exemption to this alternative face
covering requirement, based on the person’s medical condition, other health
concern, or disability; or (2) wearing an alternative face covering while working
would create a risk to the person related to their work as determine by local, state
or federal regulators or workplace safety guidelines. Please note that transit
providers may elect to continue requiring masking in their transportation hubs
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and on their conveyances. A Well-Fitting Mask should also not be used by
anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise
unable to remove the Well-Fitting Mask without assistance.

iii) Children. Children ten years of age and older, if acting as a Worker (such as a
volunteer at hospitals or clinics), must follow the rules of this Order.

iv) Certain Group Settings. A Well-Fitting Mask is not required to be w y
Workers in the following settings in Healthcare Facilities, even when agpatieft,

d
d@hts when

in that setting);
outside of patient

client, or resident is present due to the nature of those settings:
dining rooms open to a mix of Workers and Patients, Client

such Workers are not performing their duties (but a cashi@ |
recommended to wear a Well-Fitting Mask when theygpre
public libraries onsite; non-patient care areas and
rooms and patient care areas, and meeting rooms:

v) Federal Facilities. This Order does not apply to any in the County’s
Public Health Jurisdiction owned or operated e United States government.
Its requirements should be considered sggongdrec®gmendations for such
facilities.

Recommendation to Wear a Well-Fitting M@gk. Subj®ct to any requirements of the State
of California or the specific facility, all people i ch Healthcare Facilities and Home or

er to wear a well-fitting mask,
2ir visitors, are strongly recommended to
teracting with Workers, and when around
other people as makes sense in and based on each person’s own and
household risk assessment regardirf@pCOVID-19 and other respiratory viruses. Relevant
considerations include whe pwn, r someone with whom a person lives or works, is at

including Patients, Clients, and Resi
wear a Well-Fitting Mask when recei

a higher risk of a negative outcome, such as older and immune-compromised
individuals.

Obligation to Follo ty Health Officer Orders and Directives and Mandatory
State and Feder s _JAll Healthcare Facilities and Workers in those settings must
follow any appliga®e orders of the County Health Officer and any applicable rules issued
by state or orities, including but not limited to Cal/OSHA regulations. Based on

local health cORditi®ns, this Order may include a limited number of health and safety

require are more protective or more detailed than those contain under other

oy¥rs must adhere to applicable Cal/lOSHA regulations relating to COVID-19
fety measures in the workplace. In the event of a conflict between provisions

gunty Health Officer Order and any order or rule, the provision that is more

ective of health supersedes the conflicting, less protective provisions of the other order
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9) Copies. The County shall promptly provide copies of this Order by: (a) posting it on the
Los Angeles Department of Public Health’s website (publichealth.lacounty.gov), (b)
providing it to any member of the public requesting a copy, and (c) issuing a press release
to publicize the Order throughout the County.

10) Severability. If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Order oy
application of it to any person, structure, gathering, or circumstance is held to b(@'—)!@ 0
ion i

unconstitutional by a decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, then such de
not affect the validity of the remaining portions or applications of this Order.
&

11) Amendments to Order. This Order may be revised in the future as t lic

Health Officer amends its guidance to reflect evolving public health@o

recommendations issued by the federal CDC and other public ities. Should
local COVID-19 conditions warrant, the County Health Office rders that are
more protective than the guidance and orders issued by the ealth Officer.

12) Statutory Authority. This Order is issued pursuant to Californi
(HSC) section 120175; California Code of Regulations ), Title"17, section 2501; and
Los Angeles County Code, section 11.04.010. ¢

13) Effective Date. This Order shall become eﬁectivex am Monday, April 3, 2023, and
will continue to be until it is revised, rescinde perse@ed, or amended in writing by the

County Health Officer.

IT 1S SO ORDERED:

W6 A
- (24 ma,mitf

"“‘-ﬁ/"‘ P 4 3/30/2023
Muntu Davis, M.D., M. Issue Date

County Health foi ,

County of LOAK\
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