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ORDER OF THE HEALTH OFFICER FOR CONTROL OF COVID-19

Prevention of COVID-19 Transmission in Community Care Facilities
Date Order Issued: December 27, 2021

This Order supersedes the December 27, 2020 Prevention of COVID-19
Transmission in Community Care Facilities Order

This Order is in effect until rescinded by the Health Officer.

Recent Updates (Changes are highlighted in yellow):

12/27/21: Updated to include acute psychiatric hospital facilities. Updated requij ID-19

and COVID-19 booster immunization offerings and record maintenance.

s Angeles Health
from a public health

Infection control and social (physical) distancing measures are d to stem or slow the spread of
COVID-19 and decrease the risk of transmission to vulner®ble Matien
Accordingly, the Health Officer hereby orders all communit reqgacilities (“Facility”), as defined by

this Order, operating within the Los Angeles Count@§Bublic Ith Jurisdiction, to comply with all
measures required by this Order. The required meas are intended to reduce the transmission of
COVID-19 in these facilities and to protect vulner S ts, as well as personnel.

This Order is effective immediately and will r i ct until rescinded, superseded, or amended in

writing by the Health Officer.

This Order continues to be based upon
protect patients, personnel, and t
from COVID-19, as well as to prot
are consistent with guidance fro
Centers for Medicare & Mediggs

and prior guidance from the @ A

Compliance with thig Orger ISQaas

e There contin eQ@mmunity transmission of COVID-19 in Los Angeles County, which
continues to Ny substantial and significant risk of harm to the health of residents. For updated
informatiqy®™®pa fer to the LA County COVID-19 surveillance dashboard:

r@ publichealth.lacounty.gov/covid19 _surveillance dashboard.

ientific evidence and best practices as currently known to
the avoidable risk of serious illness and death resulting
ealth Care system from a surge of cases. The required actions
enters for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), the U.S.

geles County Department of Public Health (“LAC DPH”).
red because the County Health Officer has determined that:

often with underlying medical conditions) put those living in these Facilities at increased risk of
infection and severe illness from COVID-19 if infected.

e Social (physical) distancing measures alone may not be effective in community care facilities due to
the concentration of individuals and the nature of the services provided to them.
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e Due to the current rates of community transmission of COVID-19 within Los Angeles County,
visitors to community care facilities and staff may be unknowingly infected with COVID-19 (i.e.,
are asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic) and unknowingly transmit the virus to patients/residents
or staff. Limiting non-essential contact per licensing body regulations and prohibiting access to
individuals with fever or symptoms consistent with COVID-19 infection and individuals who have
been in contact with a person with COVID-19 reduces the chance for exposure to COVID-19 for
vulnerable patients/residents.

¢ In addition, influenza viruses circulate beginning in the Fall and continue through the SgEigg R the
following year. Influenza can cause symptoms similar to COVID-19 and causes @undr of
deaths among Los Angeles County residents annually. Mitigating influenza tr. sigf and
morbidity will facilitate improved control of COVID-19 in community care fagpliti

¢ Not adhering to the measures required by this Order will likely impair effgfts 3€m
of COVID-19 within the County and State.

he spread

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND Elgy COME SECTIONS
101040, 101085, AND 120175, THE HEALTH OFFICER ORDE E FLLOWING FOR
ALL COMMUNITY CARE FACILITIES, AS DEFINED IN THI ER, IN THE LOS
ANGELES COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH JURISDICTION:

a. The Facility is required to provide each residentaily witfi.clean non-medical mask. Residents

with underlying cognitive or medical conditions wigggcannot wear masks outside their room should

e forcibly kept in their rooms. However,

A mask should not be placed on anyone who

pited, or otherwise unable to remove it without

drape, may be offered to residents who are not

onally be encouraged to follow social (physical)

distancing and hand hygieneguidan much as possible.This includes patients/residents who

must regularly leave the Faci fozre e.g., hemodialysis patients). Masks are required for all
staff at all times while worki e Facility when around residents, visitors, and other staff.

has trouble breathing, or is unconscious
assistance. Face shields, or face i
able to wear masks. Residents sh

PH Community Care Facilities Guidance on entry screening and
ou v/acd/docs/CCFGuidance.pdf.

a. The Facility must f

signage: http:/Mph.

3.

b. BPing and activities should be allowed for COVID-19 negative residents in the
rr2ame, in accordance with published guidance from LAC DPH:
\//ph.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/CCFGuidance.pdf.

4. Report ALL Facility Staff and Residents with Suspected/Confirmed COVID-19 llinesses

and Deaths to LAC DPH

a. The Facility shall report all confirmed or suspected COVID-19 cases and deaths within 24
hours to LAC DPH. When the Facility is not experiencing an outbreak, please report using our
online RedCap system: www.redcap.link/covidreport, by phone at (213) 240-7941, or by fax at
(213) 482-4856. During an outbreak, the Facility should report additional cases and deaths by
calling the number in their outbreak notification letter provided by the LAC DPH investigator

Health Officer Order for the Control of COVID-19: Community Care Facilities Page 2 of 5
Revised 12/27/2021



http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/ncorona2019/masks/
http://ph.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/CCFGuidance.pdf
http://ph.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/CCFGuidance.pdf
http://ph.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/CCFGuidance.pdf
http://www.redcap.link/covidreport

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH s ((
ORDER OF THE HEALTH OFFICER sy’ §»Public Kealth

who is managing their outbreak.

5. Take any Additional Actions. as Directed by LAC DPH. to Prevent and Mitigate Qutbreaks

a. These additional actions may include, but are not limited to, testing of residents and staff. This
may include individuals with and without symptoms, as requested, or per guidance provided by
LAC DPH and the California Department of Public Health.

6. Take the Following Additional Actions to Mitigate Influenza Introduction and Tra ission

a. Maintain a record of influenza immunization status of staff and residents; provide infi ti
influenza immunization status among staff and residents to LAC DPH if requested.

b. Encourage all visitors to get immunized for the current influenza season eeks
prior to visiting the Facility. This will help decrease the risk of influenza n
OOMITS

residents and staff within the Facility. For influenza immunization infor
locations, please visit: http://ph.lacounty.gov/ip/influenza.htm and : irfinder.org/find-

, and

COVID-19

a. Offer COVID-19 immunization and booster immunizatiog t idible Facility staff and residents.
COVID-19 immunization and booster imm nizaticm both required for CCF staff:
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavif@docs/H®O/HOO HealthCareWorkerVaccin

ation.pdf.

b. Maintain a record of COVID-19 immuni
document the date(s) the resident was i

tiof @ of all staff and residents. This record should

ed¥'the specific immunization administered, and
other information as specified te. Maintain a record of booster COVID-19
immunizations for all eligible Facilit residents. Maintain a record of all staff members

exempt from the COVID-19 i mu?t requirement and their reasons.
c. Provide information on CO@mmunization status of residents and staff to LAC DPH if

requested.

d. For COVID-19 vaccin , toolkits, and locations, please visit:

http://ph.lacounty.qo na2019/vaccine.

a. ltisimporta t CCF's staff have training in fundamental infection prevention and control

principle education is necessary to remain aware of new information, trends, best
' refresh existing knowledge. Staff (those that have direct contact with residents
@o not) should participate in IPC training that includes the following topic areas:

Hygiene

Standard, Enhanced Standard, and Transmission-Based Precautions

Personal-Protective Equipment (PPE)

Infection control specific to COVID-19

Cleaning, Disinfection, and Environmental Cleaning

Food-preparation

Laundry

Staff can receive this training by participating in infection control, assessment, and response
(ICAR) visits offered by LAC DPH infection preventionists or by completing an LAC DPH offered

training program, such as Project Firstline, or online infection prevention trainings for community
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care facilities that are posted at:

http://ph.lacounty.gov/acd/ncorona2019/healthfacilities/ccf/InfectionPreventionTraining.

b. After completion of training, the employee and CCF must retain proof of training. Facility must
provide these records for review by LAC DPH, upon request.
9. Definitions
For purposes of this Order, “Community Care Facilities” includes the following facilities me

County of Los Angeles Health Jurisdiction:
a. Adult Residential Care Facilities (ARF) all license types

b. Continuing Care Retirement Communities (CCRC)

c. Intermediate Care Facilities of all license types, including those for Ogv. m Disabled
(ICF-DD all types)

Psychiatric Health Facilities, including Acute Psychiatric Hospit

Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly (RCFE)

Residential Facility Chronically Ill
Social Rehabilitation Facilities TS
Long-Term Care Facilities (LTCF)

Congregate Living Health Facility, excluding Ski Nursing Facilities (CLHF)

' Qsponder access to the site(s) named in this

r federal officers, investigators, or medical or law
t their lawful duties at the site(s) named in this Order.

S@e ™o o

10. Additional Terms

a. This Order does not, in any way, restrict’
Order during an emergency or (ii)
enforcement personnel from carryin

ausegPhrde, or word of this Order or any application of it to any
umstance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision
en such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining

person, structure, gathering,
of a court of competent jurist %

portions or application ' .
c. This Order is issu cgprdance with and incorporates by reference, the March 4, 2020
e

Proclamation ®f mergency issued by Governor Gavin Newsom; the March 4, 2020
declaration g d public health emergency issued by the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors Ld®ANngeles County Health Officer, respectively; and guidance issued by the

Californi

nt of Public Health, as each of them have been and may be supplemented.

n any provision of this Order constitutes an imminent threat and creates an
nace to public health, safety, and welfare. To protect the public’s health, the County
er may take additional action(s) for failure to comply with this Order.

jon of this Order is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment, fine, or both under
California Health and Section Code Section 120275 et seq and Los Angeles County Code
Section 11.02.080.

The County Health Officer will continue to monitor the rate of COVID-19 disease spread, the severity
ofthe resulting illnesses and deaths caused, California Department of Public Health and Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention recommendations, and the effect of this Order. If needed, this Order
may be extended, expanded, or otherwise modified to protect the public’s health.
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If you have any questions about this Order, please call the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Health at (213) 240-7941. Visit the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health website,
http://ph.lacounty.gov/Coronavirus, for updated guidance and reference documents related to
preventing COVID-19 transmission in community care facilities.

IT IS SO ORDERED: \

P
%% i o 12/27/2021

Muntu Davis, M.D., M.P.H. Date
Health Officer,
County of Los Angeles

RESOURCES

e California Department of Social Services Provider Infor
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/community-carg:li

ion Nofification

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/ s/LNCAFL20.aspx
% VID-19 Health Facilities Guidance
= es.htm

information-notices
e California Department of Public Health All Fa&es;e rs

¢ Los Angeles County Department of Public

e Los Angeles County Depart
Residential Facilities
http://ph.lacounty.gov/media/
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